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Jo the FREEHOLDERS and
YEOMANRY of my Country.

HE virtue, ftrength and fortitude
of a ftate generally refide in the
FreenoLDERs of the Nation. In you,
Gentlemen, as the LANDED INTEREST
of the Country, do I place my confi-
dence, under GOD, at this Day.

To you, Gentlemen, therefore, I de-
dicate THIs zemporary Work, as a tefti-

mony of that great refpe@ and warm
affe@ion, with which,

I a7,

Your Friend and Countryman,

Josian Quincy, jun.

B{?ﬂaﬂ, qu 14, 1774_.



PR EVF A C E.

HE Statute of the 14th George 3d, received
in the laft Ships from London, (entitled ¢ An
“ A& to difcontinue, in fuch Manner, and for
““ fuch Time as are therein mentioned, the landing
“ and difcharging, the lading or [hipping of
“ Goods, Wares, Merchandize, at the Town, and
““ qvithin the Harbour of Bofton, in the Province
““ of Maflachufett’s Bay, in North-America,”)
gave rife to the following OBSERVATIONS:
T bey avill appear threwn together in bale ;
and as the Writer was cut of Town on bufinefs,
abioft every day, the Sheets wwere printing off, no
doubt many Errors of the Prefs efcaped correétion.
The Iniccuracies of a fudden Produttion from
one of 12firnt bealth, perglexed with various avo-
cations, <will rccerve a nld cenfure : more mate-
rial faults, VR1ENDS may be prome to forgive ;
but from Enemies—public or private---we are
never to expelt imaulgence or Javor.

JOSIAH QUINCY, jun,

Beflon, Nay 14, 1774,



OBSERVATIONS, &ke.

N times of public calamity, it is the duty of a
good citizen fo confider. 1f his opportunities or
advantages, for knowledge and refletion, are
greater than thofe of mankind in general, his whole
duty will remain undifcharged, while he confines
his thoughts to the compafs of his own mind. But
if danger is added to the calamity of the times,
he who fhall communicate his fentiments on public
affairs with decency and framkmefs, merits atten-

tion and indulgence, if he may not afpire to appro-
bation and praile.

Whoever attends to the tenor and defign of the
late act of the Britifh Parliament for the BLockanE
oF this HARBOUR, and duly confiders' the extenfive
confufion and diftrefs this meafure muft inevitably
])roducc; whoever fhall refleét upon the juftice, po-
icy and humanity of legiflators, who could delibe-
rately give their fanction to fuch a procedure—mulit
be fausfied, that the man, who fhall openNLY dare o
expofe their condull, hazards fatal confequences.—
Legiflators, who could condemn a whole town un-
heard, nay unciced to anfwer—who could involve
thoufands in ruin and mifery, without fugcili
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of any crime &y them committed—and who could fo
conftruct their law, as that enormous pains and pe-
nalties would inevitably enlue, NOTWITHSTANDING
THE MOST PERFECT OBEDIENCE T0 IT’S INJUNC-
Ti1cN5, — Legiflators, thus formed as men, thus
principled as StaTesmMeN, would undoubtedly ima-
gine the attainder and death of a private individual,
tor his public ammadverfions, a lefs extraordinary
act of pewer®*. But all exertions of duty have
their hazard :—If dread of Parliamentary extrava-
gance 1s to deter from public energies, the fafety of
the comimon wealth will foon be defpaired of ; and
when once a fentiment of that kind prevails, the
excefles of prefent enormitics fo rapidly increafe,
that ftrides, at firft appearance, exorbitant, will
foon be found—but the beginning of evils. We
therefore “confider it as a juit obfervarion, that the
weight and velocity of public oppreffions are ever
In a ratio proportionate to private defpondency and

public defpalr.
He

¢ Since this treatife was advertifed in the public papers, as
being in the prefs, the Author hath received, trom the Britifh
Coftee-houfe, an anonymous Letter, in which he 1s reprefented
as being *¢ in emipent hazard of THE LoOSs OF LIFE and con-
Sfijcation of eftate 2 It 1s furd, that ¢ I fhall very probably get
"¢~ into the hands of a power, from which no power 1 can call
¢ to, wiil be able to deliver me.”” ————"There 15 (fays the
writer) *¢ but oge expedient left to fave me;” f¢ Employ,
¢« for GOD’s fake, thofe rare tal:pnts, with which ({faith the
¢« artful Flattere:) he hath blefled you, in convincing THE PRO-
‘“ pLE that thev have nothiag to do, bur 1o susmiT, and make
‘¢ their peace withH GOVERNMENT : —— You may, (coptinues
f* he) by shis means piobably make your peage, and ward off
““ the punifhment thit haugs over your head. It 15 barely poflj-
*“ ble, Twar overnmanr may bl continue 11's GREAT
“ Learry, and overlook your offences.’’

‘The Reader 35 lelt to his own Reflotions.
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He who fhall go about to treat of important and
dertlons concerns, and conceals himielf behind the
curtain of a feigned fignature, gives an advantage to
his adverfaries; who will not fail to fhigmatize his
thougiits, as the notions of an unknown writer,
afrard or athamed to avow his fentiments; and
hence they are deemed unworthy of notice and re-
futation. Therefore I give to the world both my
fentiments and name upon the prefent occafion,
and fhall hear with -patience him, who will decent-
ly refute what i1s advanced, and fhall fubmit with
temper to that correction and chaftifement which my
errors delerve,

The act now under confideration opens with a
recital, that ¢ dangerous commotions and infurrefitons
‘“ have been fomented and raifed 1n Bofton—by di-
“ vers 1l affeted perlons, to the fubverfion of his
¢ Majefty’s Government, and to the utter deftruc.
““ tion of the public peace, and good order of the
“ faid town 1in which commotions and infurrec.
“ tions certain valuable cargoes of Teas, being
‘“ the property of the Eaft-India Company, and on
* board certain veflels lying wichin the bay or
‘ harbour ct Bofton, were feized and deftroyed:
““ and 1 the prefent condition of faid town and
“ harbour, the commerce of his Majelty’s fubjeéts
‘““ cannot be fately carried on there, nor the cuftoms
‘““ payable to his Majelty be duly colle&ted.”

T'wo queftions naturally arife out of this pream-
able: 'I'ne firlt, whether the faéts fet forth are true
and fecondly, whether upon a juppafition of their truth,
they are a fufficient foundation for the fubfequent
parts of the ftatute, or will warrant the difabilities,
torteitures, pains and penalties, enafted and inflict-
ed on the fubject 2 —-Both inquiries feem intimately

B (o
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to concern the hbonour and juftice of the Britifh le-
giflature. And however unimportant the judgment
of Americans may now appear to that auguft
body—yet furcly the judgment of Europe and fue
ture ages, is not unworthy their high confideration.
Removed from the eye of royalty, the piety of a So-
vereign may ceafe to pity miferies it doth not béhold ;
remote from the cries of public juftice and the efforts
of popular defpair, Lords and Commons may re-
main_unaffeted, for a feafon, with American con-
vulfions; yet juftice and humanity muft foon ex-
cite thofe operations in America and Europe, which
hereafter will move even the Senate of Britain.
True knowledge and real virtue perhaps were never
more diffufed than on this ‘northern continent; re-
fined humanity (’tis boafted) was never more pre-
dominant than i Europe at this day:—Can it be
fuppofed, that this virtue will be difcordant and
inactive ; that this knowledge will omit to unfold

public wrongs, or that fuch humanity will ceale to
interpofe ¢

That commotions were in Bofton—and that Eaft-
India tea was deftroyed, are falts not controverted.
But that fuch commotions were natural to be ex-
peted ; that they were fuch as fatefmen muft have
forefeen, and A FATHER OF HIS COUNTRY, wlo tore-
faw, would prevent, rather than punifh, is equal-
ly true. The fentiments of all Americans relatve
to the Tea aft are no fecret, their fervor in the
coMMoON cAUsg equally known; and their probable
intemperance in confequence of the arrival of In-
dia teas, it required no profound fkill in men and
politics to predict. Nai: the Britth papers were
tull, and the fenate echo’d, with the predicliong
fimilar to thofe which are now fulfilled. It was
not difficult for Englifbmen in Britain to tell how

Englifbiign
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Englifbmen in America would condu& on fuch ocga-
fions. What fhall we then fay? Shall we impute
to thofe, who are dignified as ¢ the wifeft and mott
auguft,” the barbarous projeltion—deliberately to
enfnare, that they might {uperlatively punith ? The
calm deliberation of premeditated malice feems ra-
ther more characlteriftic of a private bofom, than a
public body. But Governor Hutchinfon (the repre-
fentative of his Majefty in this Province) when
treating upon an Aé of the Maffachufetts Government
z';?qﬁng a tax or duty upon goods of the inhabitants
of otber colomies, hath affured us, that ¢ in all ages
*“ and countries, by bodies and communities of men fuch
“ deeds have been done, as moft of the individuals
““ of which ‘fuch communities confifted, acting fe-
¢ parately, would have been gfbamea of.”’* An ob-
fervation that his Excellency might have imbibed,
from that prince of hiftorians, Dr. Robertfon. < To
‘““ abandon wufurped power, to renounce lucratiye er-
““ ror, arc facrifices, which the virtue of individuals
¢ has, on fome occafions, offered to TruTH; but
“ from any socieTy ¢f men no {uch effort can be
“ expeCted, The corruptions of fociety, recommended
“ by common utility, and juftified by univerfal
“ practice, are viewed by it’s members, <withoy!
“ fbame or borror ; and reformation mever procecds

trom themfelves, but is akways ForceDp upon
‘“ them by fome rorEIGN hand.” + ¢ Cafar, Ec-
“ pidus and Antony, fays Plutarch, fhew, that no
“ beaft is more favage than man, when poflefied of
“ power equal to his paffion.” If the fentiments of Dr.
Robertfon are juft, have we not caute to fear trom
very powerful {tates and legiflators an equal terocity ?

.

(14

And
* 2 Vol. Mafl. Hift. page 156.
t Hitt, Scotland, 1 Vol. page 167.
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~ And it is.an obfervation of the illuftrious Lord
Clarendon, that it is the nature of man, rather to
commit two errors than retra&t one. When eleva-
ted charalters commit a fecond error, it carries the
air of an intended difcovery, how little they feel for
the frfi, how much they defpife tbe pesple, how
much they are above fhame, fear and amendment.
But to heighten cruelty -by wantonnefs, to render it
more pungent by infult, are fuch exorbitances, as
feldom difgrace the records of mankind. But
whenever fuch inftances occur, they ftrikingly ve-
rify that eternal truth recorded in the Houle of
Lords—* it is much eafier to reftrain Lberty from
““ running into licentionfnefs than powsr from {weliing
““ 1nto tyranny and oppreffion*.” Can it add dignity
to this noble fentiment, or weight to this important
truth, to fay, that among the illuftrious perfonages
who fubfcribed it with their hands and,tranfmitted
1t to pofterity, we find a  Chefterfield” and ¢ Cob-
ham™, a ¢ Strafford” and a * Bathurft”, a ¢ Haver-
fhamn” and « Gower ?” |

But to return. Are popular commotions pecu-
liar to Bofton ?  Hath not every maritime town in
England been repeatedly affeted by them?  Are
they not 1ncident to every commercial and popu-
lous city ?—whence, then, is it, that Boston 13
devoted to fuch unexampled trcatment ¢ But it
may be faid, Boiton, as a tvwn, hath aided, abetted,
and participated in thefe tumults.  Where is the
evidence of it? I prefume the lords and Coms-
mons of Great-Britain had none; for they do not
Juggeft 1t : | prefume they did not believe it, be-

caufe they have not sntimated it. And had they
been

* 2 Vol. Lord’s Prot. Edi. 176}. p. 141. Anno 1736,
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been furnifhed with fuch evidence, had they be-
lieved the faét, furely it is an imputation unworthy
of their dignity, to fay, that they would not have
given that matter \n the preamble of the ftatute, as
the ground of their extraordinary procedurc. But
the records of Bofton, and known falls, prove thdt the
inhabitants diicountenanced and difavowed all riot
and diforder. I am thus warranted in faying, that
the mere occurrences exprefled in the a&t, is that mat-
ter which the Britifh legiflature have judged worthy
the molt unparallelled penal feverities. Whether #bis
judgment be right, 1s a {fubject interefting to a citizen
‘of the town to enquire ; 1t 1s a {fubjet on which 4
man will {peak feelingly ; on which AN ENGLISHMAN
will {peak freely and openly.

Previous to further obfervations, it may be necef-
fary to fay, that the town of Bofton had as ¢ zows
cautioufly and wifely conduclted itfelf, not only with-
out tumult, but with ftudied regard to eftablithed
law. T his the rolls of the town verify, and a hun-
dred witnefles can confirm, -

At the laft town-meeting relative to the Eaft-
India tea and 1t’s confignees, it was largely debated,
whether 1t fhould be an inftru@ion to the commit-
tee, who were appointed to wait on thofe Gentle-
men, ¢o0 infif on their peremptory anf{wer,—whe-
ther they would fend back the Tea: and after
long debate on the queftion, it paffed by a very
large majority in the negative, And the greateft
enemy of the country cannct point out any one
ftep of the Town of Boflon, in the progrefs of this
matter, that was tumultuous, diforderly and againft
law.  This alfo is an additional reafon, why we
muflt conclude that the mere temporary events which

Look
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took place in Befion, without any iflegal procedure
of the town, In the matter of the tea, is in the
judgment of the Britith Senate an adequate foun-
dation for the laft a&t received from that powerful
body.

The firft enacting claufe of the ftatute now in
view, annthilates all commercial tranfaétions within
two certain points of the harbour of Bofton, upon
pain of the FYorreiTURE of * goods, wares and
“ merthantlize, and:6f boat, hghter, fhip, veffel,
“ or other bottom ;—and of the guns, ammuni-
¢ ‘tion, tackle, furniture and ftores, in or belonging
« to the fame :” ¢ and of any barge, hoy, hghter,

“ wherry, or boat into which any goods, &c. are
« laden,” &c.

The next paragraph, ¢ in cafe any wharfinger,
« &c. or any of their fervants fhall take up or land,
« or knowingly fuffer to be taken up or landed, or
« thall thip off, or fuffer to be water-borne, at or
¢« from any of their faid wharfs, &c. goods, &c.
« enalts a FORFEITURE and vross of {uch goods,
e« &c. and TREBLE the value thercof, to be com-
« puted at the bigheft price of fuch fort of goods,
¢« &o. together with the veffels and boats, and all
« the horfes, cattle, and carriages, whatfoever made
« ufe of in the fhipping, unthipping, landing, re-
“ moving, carriage, or conveyance of any of the
« aforefaid goods,” (Jc.

The next claufe provides, ¢ that if any fhip, {J«.

« {hall be moored or lie at anchor, or be {een hover-
« ing withih faid bay, &¢. or within one league
« from the faid bay, (¢, it fhall and may be lawtul
“ for any Admiral, or commiffioned officer of his
¢ Majefty’s fleet or fhips of war, or for any oFfri-
“ CER
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A% CER OF HIS MAJESTY’S CUSTOMS, to ¢ompel fuch
« fhip or veflel to depart to soME OTHER port or
“ halg)our, Or t0 SUCH STATION AS THE SAID OF-
<¢ pICER SHALL APPOINT, and to ufe SUg@H FORCE
« for that purpofe as fhall be found neceffary:
« And if fuch fhip or veflel fhall not depart ac-
< cordingly, WITHIN SIX HOURS after wotice for
“ that purpofe given by fuch perfon as aforefaid,
“ fuch fhip or wvelfel, togetber with all the goods laden
¢ on board thereon, and all the guns, aminunition, tackle
“ and furniture fball be forfeited and loff, WHETHER
#¢ BULK SHALL HAYE BEEN BROKEN OR NOT,

Let us here paufe for a moment;— let us give
time for one fingle rcﬂeéhon s let us give {pace for
one pulfe of the veins—one emotion of the heart.
And who can think, but thofe exalted charadters-—
and that generous prince, ftiled THE FATHER OF
all His PEOPLE—Who united in this terrible act, had
many refleétions, many feelings of humanity, while
they were folemnly conﬁgnlng thoufands—1f not

millions—to rgin, mifery, and defperation?

‘The perfons in whom this authority 1s vefted, are
not confined to the ports or harbours on this con-
tinent ; the veflel and cargo may be ordered to what
harbour, port or ftation of the whole world, #be
officer pleales— if he appoint a continentgl ftation,
'tis grace and favour ;—and what may be the price
of that purchale, who can tell ? what fcope tor ma-
hice and ill-will 3 for pride and haughtinefs ; for
avarice and power to wanton and mlult, tll the
ope is fatiated, and the other wearied !

Who are the perfons to whom fuch unbounded,
fuch cpormous power 1s entrufted ¢ Power s
C known
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known to be intoxicating in 1t’s pature, and 1n pro<
‘portion to 1t’s extent, is ever pronc to wantonnefs :
power and authority, fays Plutarch, awaken every
paflion, and difcover every latent vice :— what a co-
gent temptation 1s here placed to infnare the moft
virtuous ? But if there be one depraved paffion in
the bofom, as power gives fcope and opportunity,
how foon will it be called forth into licentious ex-
ercife? Shall I be thought going too far ; fhall 1
trefpafs upon the bounds of truth and decency, if
I fay, that some of his Majefty’s commiffioned officers,
in his fleet, or fthips of war; somE officers of his cu/~
loms are not altogether worthy of {fuch high confidence
and truft ? Are there not inferior cemmiffioned officers
in the King’s fhips; are there not many of the LowER
officers of the cuftoms, who have neither {trength
of underftanding, nor integrity of heart to wield fuch
a mighty power? Nay, may not 1 add, that soME
rEw (into whofe hands peradventure, the eftate of
a good fubject and-epwlent merchant may chance to
fall) are deftitute of -all. fenfe, mental and bumane ?
While contemplating this {ubject,— while the mind
35 altive, and heart warm—how apt are we to for-
get that the illuftrious Houfes, who gave their
{an&ion to this aftonifhing law, are dignified as
Jearncd and wvemerable ;— and the Prince that gave
his fiat, denominated— ¢ THE WISEST AND BEST OF
¢ KINGSP

Declining an entrance upon matters heretofore
difcuffed by abler heads, I have omitted all obfer-
vation on the #ight and policy of the claims and laws
of Great-Britain over the colonies 3 upon the fame
principle I wave entering that copious field which
is prefented, by that part of the prefent aét, which
provides for the recovery of all forleitures and pe-
palties in the courts of admiralty— whofe extended

jurifdiction
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jurifdi@ion hath been matter of very great grie-
vance, heart-burnings and complaint; whofe judges
hold their commiflions &y the tenure of wiil and plea-
fure; and whofe large falaries are a moft powerful

incentive to the delire of —well-pleafing aLL on whom
they depend.

Another paffage in this ftatute makes utterly void
ALL CONTRACTS, * for configning, fhipping, or car-
“ rying any goods, &c. f¢ or from the harbour of
““ Bofton, wbich HAVE BEEN made or cntered into, or
‘“ which fhall be made or entered 1nto, fo long as
‘“ the aét continues in force, relating to any fhip
“ which fhall arrive at faid town or harbour after

“ the firft day of June.”

Jurifprudents and the fages of the law for cen-
turies have taught, that retrofpeltive or poft fatio fta-
tutes, were not only militant with the principles of
found morals, but thefe alfo of political wifdom. But
the Parliament, who by the bold figure of com-
mon lawyers, are ftiled ommipotent, here enforces a
different dotrine. The Englith colonift, replete
with loyalty to his fovereign ; the defcendant from
Britain, animated by love for a mother-country,
reprefles the excurfions of his underftanding and
paffions: but the fubjet or native of another ftate
will feel no fuch reftrainc. Fle has contralied to
{end his merchandize to this port, expects his
retcarns 10 the commoditics of the country— in
compliance with his obligations, his treajures are
moving with hazard upon the occan, with hopes
warm for gain., The fthip (in whwich peradven-
ture he hath rifqued his life as well as fortune)
after many a toil and jeopardy, reaches the deftined
port. But how ar¢ his hopes baffled— how will he

C 2 rage



( 12 )

rage and exclaim ? vaft have been his expences to
prepare for his adventure, and equally great his
expectations from the Bofton merchant. What
guilt hath he contraéted, what crime hath b¢ com-
mitted, that be alfa fhould be involved in the ca-
lamitous confequences of this unexampled ftatute ?
Buoyed "up for a moment, perhaps, with a vain
expetation, that he may hdve a remedy on his
contrall agamft tbe merchant bere;— how will this
fuppoled foreigner fink with a ten-fold defpondency,
how will be rife again with adequate indignation,
when he difcovers all remedy gone;— his contract
declared by the law, * utterly void, to ALL INTENTS
““ AND PURPOSES WHATSOEVER !”’— Here again, love
for a parent-country, love for a parenst-king checks
the current of reafon, and reftrains the career of
paflion.

Having taken this vi¢w, before we proceed fur-
ther, it is natural once more to afk, whence arofe
this extraordinary ftride of legiflation ; what is it,
that zbe town of Bofton hath done ? what new and
unheard of crime have the inhabitants tommitted
to juftify enatting of fuch difabilities, forfeitures,
pains and penalties ? punithments that defcend 72-
difcriminately on all, ought to have the fin&ion of
unerring wifdom, ‘and almighty power, or it will-be
qucilioned, if not oppofed :— The prefent ven-
ge.uce falls sndifcriminately on the acknowledged inno-
cent, as well as the fuppofed guilty. Surely the evil
1s of a very malignant and terrible’ nature that can.
require {fuch an éxtraordinary remedy. Admit for
a moment, that the inhabitants of Bofton were
charged as high criminals ; the higheft criminals

er¢ not punifhable, till arraigned before difinterefted
- judges,



( 13 )

judges, heard in defence, and found guilty of the
charge. But fo far from all this, a whole people
are accufed, profecuted by they know not wbham ;
tried they know not when ; proved guilty they know
net bow ; and fentenced in a mode, which for num-
ber of calamities, extent, and duration of leventy,
exceeds the annals of paft ages, and we prefume,
in pity to mankind, will not mark any future /ra

in the ftory of the world.

‘What will be the real confequences of this afto-
nithing meafure, and what thole intended and expeli-
ed by the planners of it, are very different confidera-
tions. A Macniaver may plan, and his {chemes
prove abortive; an ALva may be fent to execute,
and his army be defeated. The circle of the arts
and {ciences, like the ball of empire, hath held a
weftern courfe. From Chaldea and Egypt to Greece
and Rome, foon after in Italy, and thence to the
weftern provinces of Europe. Chaldea and Egypt
had ‘their Magi, their law-givers and heroes, when
Greece and Rome fwarmed with petty feudatories
and barbarians; Greece and Rome flourithed 1n li-
terature, when Gaul, Germany, and Britain were un-
civilized, rude and ignorant. Wife and fagacious
politicians have not been able to ftay the rotation
of this revolving feentific circle, any more than
mighty potentates to repel the velocity of the flying
ball of empire :—/fuperior to buman powers, like blaz-
ing {tars, they hold their deftined courfe, and play
their corrufcations as they run their race.

The expetations of thofe who were the fautors of
the prefent meafures, muft have been to bring down
fuperlative diftrefs, difcord, confufion, defpair,
and perdition upon a multitude, How then will

our
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our amazement increafe, when we fhall hear that
the hard fate of this multitude cannot be avoided ?
l.et the inhabitants comply with the requifitions
of the ftatute, let them be implicitly obedient to
1t’s injunctions :—what 1s the evil they will efcape?
what i1s the boon they may hope to attain? hope
and fear are faid to be the hinges of government.
Legiflators have therefore confidered 1t as found
policy, never to drive the fubjeét into aéts of de-
ipair, by caufing punifhments to appear as inevi-
table, on the firfi promulgation of a law. When a
leghflative body ordaineth penalties to take place 1In
cafes of performance or non-performance of part:-
cular martters, they furely will take due care, that
Jufficient notice 1s given of their public will, and fuff-
cient time to comply with their mandates ; {o that obe-
dience may not only proceed from principles of
regard to the law-makers, but motives of perfonal
fatety to the fubjet himfelf. This feems not more
confonant to political wifdom, than to mature and
equity.-—~ But let us now {uppofe, that upon the
firft intimations of the prefent law, Bofton had
been as prone to obey the edict of a Britifh Court,
as the Turk to comply with the mandate of the
Divan; let us imagine them as fervile, as fawning,
as a court dependant to a minifter of ftate ;— nay,
if there be any thing 1n nature, yet more humble
and more bafe, let Bofton (in 1dea for a fhort mo-
ment) be that humble, fervile, bafe, and fawning
fomething : What doth it all avail 2 The firft time
the inhabitants of this town had any intimation,
of the will of the Britfh Parliament, was on the
tenth of May, and the act is to take place on the
firft of June; and thence to continue in full force,

‘“ until 1t thall fufficiently appear to bis Majefty that
“ full
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« full fatisfadlion hath been made 4y, or on behalf
k¢ of, the inbabitants of the f[aid town of Bofton te
¢« the united company of merchants of England trad-
“ ing to the Eaft-Indies, for the damage fuftained by
s¢ the [atd company by the deftruion of their
« goods fent to the faid town of Bofton, on board
« certain thips or veflels as aforefaid ; anD UNTIL
‘¢ 1T SHALL BE CERTIFIED TO HIS MAJESTY i council
¢ BY THE GOVERNOR, O LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR,
““ of the f[aid province, that reafonable [atisfaliion
““ bath been made to the officers of his Majefty’s re-
““ penye and OTHERS, WHO SUFFERED BY THE RIOTS
¢¢ AND INSURRECTIONS ABOVE MENTIONED, in the
« months of November and December in the year

“ y773, and in the month of January in the year
[ 1774.”

Satisfaction could not be made to the Eaft-India
company, #f all Bofion bad the wiLL and POWER
to do it, till the town had ume and opportunity
to call a meeting, affemble, confult, and determine
upon the -meafure : great bodies are not calculated
for {peedy decifion, any more than velocity of
motion. The refolution formed ; time muft be
given for dilpatches to England, application to
the Eaft-India company, an adjuftment with them
upon the nice point of “ full (atisfaltion” :— that
accomplifhed ; time muft be given for making the
matter ¢ fufficiently appear to his Majeftv.”—Let any
one confider but for a moment, what a length of
time muft inevitably elapfe before all this can be
accomplifhed : nay, may it not well be queftioned,
conlidering the parties and all perfons concern’d,
and the circumftances of this affair, whether fuch
accomplifhment be prafticable ? But is this all that
15 10 be dope and eflected before relief can be given to

LIS
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2bis difirefled land ? Far otherwife. ¢ The Governsr
« or Lieutenant Governor, muft alfo firft certify to
¢ his Majefty, in Council, that reafonable {atisfaction
‘¢ hath been made to the officers of his Majefty’s re-
“ vemue, and OTHERS, who SUFFERED &y the riots
“ and infurrellions above mentioned.” No perfon 1s
particularly defignated to be the judge between
the fubjeét, and the officers of his Majefty’s re-
venue: No provifion being exprefsly made touch-
ing this point, how probable that litigation might
arife concerning it ¢ If we {ay, that the Go-
vernor, or Lieutenant Governor, 1s the smplied
judge of this matter : How 1is the queftion to
be brought before him, how tried, and how ad-
julted ? Thefe alfo are points not fettled in a
moment : Long indeed would be the period be-
fore the fubject 1in Bofton will be capable to af-
certain and make {uch fatisfaltion, as that rbe
perfon bere peinted out, would make his certificate,
that it was plenary and reqfonable. Governor Ber-
nard lately filled the chair of government, while
Mr. Hutchinfon was fecond in command : Go-
yvernor Hutchinfon now fills the chair, and the
office of Lieutenant Governor 1is vacant. How
long would it be before the inhabitants of Bofton
would acquiefce in the decifion of either of thefe
geatlemen ? How little probability is there, confider-
ing the fentiments, and the paft and prefent con-
duct of thefe gentlemen, that they would fpeedily
give the required certificate ¢ If 1t hath been
found difficult to touch the tender feelings of

the American and Native, bow Jong would it take
to excite generous fentiments in the Briton amd

Stranger ?

Buq
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But thefe are all preparatories to the obtaining,
any eafe or reliet from the preflure of this penal
Jaw. The prérequifites to the reftoration of pub-
lic Yelicity are here not only improbable, but when
confidered altogethér and in the prefent crifis of
public affairs, are they not impracticable ? But yet
worfe, being accomplithéd, it could in no way
prevent the mifery and calamities of this Britifh
edict: The fpace given for the fubject to ftay this
torrent of évils is fo jhors, that it is zmpoffible for
him, exerting bis utmoft energies, to prevent being,
overwhelmed. (But what mortals are unable to
prevent—HEAVEN may {tay or divert.)

An avenue feézns to be opened by the benignity
of our Britith fathers; but when attempted, affords
no way of efcape. My veneration for Britain is
fo great, that 1 will not fuppofe the great council
of the nation intended to flatter with a falfe hope,
that cruel difappointment might heighten the poig-
nancy of fuffering-=thé anguiih ofg defpair. DBut
fure the fathers of 4 people will confider, what
are like to be tht fentiments and conduét of men
driven to diftrattion by a multutude of izevitable
evils, and configned to defpair from the terms of
their dehiverance ?

Wonder was excited on thé firft view of the pre-
fent law ; our aftonifhment hath been increzfing in
the progrefs of our furvey. A period is not yet put
to our adimiratien. The faculties of fenfation are
yer to be further ftretched.

The civilian and flatefman, the moralift and fage,

had heretofore delivered thofe maxims of cruth and
9, thofe
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thofe rules of government, which wife legiflators
have ever obferved, and the bulk of mankind yet
honour and revere.—To know the laws of the
land already in force, previous to the publication of
a new code, or in the technical phrafeology of a
common lawyer ¢ to know how the law ftood be-
fore we make a new ftatute,” hath been confidered
as an indifpenfable accomplifhment of a good le-
giflator. But that illuftrious Parliament, whofe
power is diftinguifhed, with the appellation of
“ omnipotent,” feem not to have exercifed this
important knowledge ;—though we do not hence
rafhly infer, that they are deftitute of information,
becaufe all who are velted with omnipotence of power,
are ever infpired with proportionate wifdom.

It muft again be noticed, that no relief is to be
had, ¢ until full fatisfaction hath been made By or
ON bebalf of the inhabitants of faid town of Bofton.”
Now to fuppofe that any in England or Europe
would make fatisfation ¢ on bebalf  of faid Inha-
bitants, was unnatural, if not abfurd; but what is
more to the point, 1t was certainly anparlicinentary.
The remaining alternative 1s that fatisfattion mufl

be made 4y Bofion.

Every perfon knows, that towns in this Pro-
vince cannot raife or appropriate any monics, but
by the exprefs provifions and dire¢t authority of
law: 1t 1s a matter of equal notoriety, that all
town affeflments of money are expreisly confined,

- by the 4 Wm. & Mar. c. 13. to the * maintenance
“ and fupport of the miniftry, ichools, the poor,
“ and detraying of other neceffary TowN cHARGES.”
A law which received the royal approbation, al-
moft a century ago.

Wil
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Will any now f{ay, that the monies appointed
to be paid to the Eaft-India houfe, come within the
words of ¢ neceffary town charges ?2” When did the
town contract the debt, or how are they f{ubjett
to the payment of it? Had the Parliament feen
fit to enact, that monies requifite to fatisty the In-
dia merchants, fthould be fo confidered; two queltions
(not of quick decifion) might then have arifen;
the one touching the validity and obligatory force
of the ftatute:; the other, whether it would then
come within the intent and defign of the Province
Jaw. For paft doubt, our Provincal legiflators
had no fuch charge (as the one here {uppofed) in
view, when they made the law of Wm. & Mary ;
and in this way therefore the matter could not be
brought within 1t’s provifion. Parliament muft
then make a wew alt to enable and impower Bofton to

pay the India company, before the town can comply
with the terms of relief of their trade. In the

mean while, what 1s to be the fituation of Bofton
and the inhgbitants of the globe with whom they
have fuch extenfive connections ?—But, it 1s very
apparent, that the Parliament have not as yet enact-
ed the payment of this fatisfaction as a zown chaige.
They have only placed 1t 1n the option of the town
to make that payment, or {fubmit to the confe-
quences. LThat payment, we affirm, they caniot
make, without vreach of the law of the land.—Ncw and
unheard of therefore 1s the ftate of this peopie.
They muft fuftain the feverelt affli¢tions, they muft
ftand the iffue of diftraéting remedies —or—violate
one of the moft known and practiced laws of the
land!—Let us fearch the hitory of the world ;—
t us infpect the records of a Spanifb inquifition

D 2 let
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let us enter the recefles of an ®¢toman court ;—nay,
let us traverfc the regions of romance and fable—

whei¢ thall we find a parallel ¢

 When the Hungarians were called REBELS firlt,
“ they were called 10 for no other reafon than this,
“ (fays the elegant L.d. Bolingbroke) that they
¢ qoould not be sLaves.” But for BrITONS, when
they would not venture to c¢«// their CHILDREN,
rebels, that they fhould treat themn as worfe than
REBELS, was relerved to diftinguifh an age of vaunted
iight, humanity and knowledge—the ZAra of a King,
who prides him{elf as born and bred a Briton! |

To complain of the enormities of power, to ex-
voftulate with over-grown oppreflors, hath in all,
ages been denominated fedition and faction; and
to turn upon tyrants, treafon and rebellion. But
tyrants are rebels againft the firft Jaws of Heaven
and Society :—to oppofe their ravages 15 an inftinct
of nature—the infpiration of GOD 1n the heart
of man. In the noble refiftance which mapkind
make to exorbitant ambition and power, they al-
ways feel that divine gpflatus, which, paramount
every thing human, caufes them to confider the
LORD OF HosTs as their leader, and his angels as
fellow-foldiers : trumpets are to them joyful
founds, and the enfigns of war, the banners of
GOD ;—their wounds are bound up in the ol
of a good caufe, and their blood flows mn the
veins of a Saviour; {udden death is to them pre-
fent martvrdom, and funeral obfequics refurrections
to cternal honour and glory : —their widows and
babes, being received into the arms of a compaf-
fionate GO, and thejr pames enrolled among’

2 Davin's
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Davip’s worTHIES — greateft lofles are to them

greatefl gains; for they leave the troubles of their
warfare to lie down on beds of eternal reft and
felicity. -

There are other parts of the att now before us,
which merit notice: particularly that, relative to
the profecution of {fuits.in the ordinary courts of
law, * for any thing done in purfuance of the act;”
by which the defendant is enabled ¢ to plead the
« oeneral 1ffue, and give the act, and the general
““ marter, 1n evidence :” whereupon it follows, that
 if 1t fball appear. 0. to have been done, the jury
suaLL find for the defendant;” who, by an after
claufe,. 1s to. ¢ recover treble cofts.” From this:
pafluge fome have been led to conclude, that zbe
appearance of this matter was to be to the Fudge ;
and that if it had that appearance te bim, and he
fhould direct the jury accordingly, bowever it might
appear to the jury, they zmmft tollow . the direftions
afp the Fudge, and acquit the defendant. But this
is a conftruction, which as the words do not weceffa-
rily carry that meaning, I will permit myfelf to
fuppofe the defign of the law. However the late
donations of large {alaries by the crown, to the
juftices of our fuperior Courts, who are nominated
by the Governor, and' hold their commiffion, dx-

rante bene placito, have not a little contributed to the
preceding apprehenfion.

Another paflage makes provifion for ¢ affigning
“ and appownting fuch and fo many open places,
quays and wharts, within the faid harbour, creeks,
havens and iflands, for the landing, diicharging,
lading and fhipping of goods, as his Majefty, his
heirs or fucceflors, fhall judge neceflary and ex-

‘“ pedient;”

€<
134
14

L
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¢« pedient;” and alfo for ° appointing fuch and
‘“ fo many officers of the cuftoms therein, as his
‘“ Majefty thall think fit; after which it fhall be
“ Jawful for any perfon or perfons to lade or put
‘“ off from, or to difcharge and land upon, fuch
‘“ wharfs, quays, and places, fo appointed within
‘“ the faid harbour, AND NONE OTHER, any goods,
““ wares and merchandize whatfoever.” By which
the property of many private individuals is to be
rendered ufelefs, and worfe than ulclefs; as the

poflefion of a thing, aggravates the misfortune of
thole who are deprived of a capacity to enjoy.
But if the property of fome few is to be rendered no-
thing worth, {o thatot many others is to be openly
tnvaded :—But why fhould we dwell upon privare
wrongs, while thofe of the multitude call for all our
attention ?

If any fhould now fay—we are a commercial
people—commercial plans can only fave us. If any
think that the ideas of the merchant are at this
day to give fpring to our nerves, and vigour to
our actions ; 1t any fay, that empire in this age of
the world, 1s onlv feunded in commerce :—let him
fhow me the people emancipated from oppreffion
by commercial principles and meafures : let him
point me, that unexplored land, where trade and
Havery flourifh together. Till then, I muft hold a
different creed; and believe—that tho’ commercial
views may not be altogether unprofitable—that
though commercial plans may do much — they never can
do arL. With regard then, to how much the
merchant, the artificer, the citizen and the huf-
bandman may do, let us no longer differ. But let

every one apply his ftrength and abilities to -that
mighty
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mighty burden, which, unlefs removed, muft crufh
UsS aALL. AMERICANS have one COMMON INTE-
REST to unite them ; that 1ntereft muft cement
them. As natural allies, they have publifhed to
the world profeflions of reciprocal efteem and con-
fidence, aid and affiftance ; they have pledged their
faith of mutval friendfhip and alliance. Not
only common danger, bondage, and dilgrace ;
but national truth and honour conipire to make
THE COLONISTS reiolve TO STAND OR FALL
TOGETHER.

Americans never were deftitute of difcernment;
they have never been grofsly deficient 1n virtue.
A {mall thare of fagacity is now ncedful to difcover
the infidious a2rt of our enemies; the {malleft

fpark of virtue will on this occalion kindle into
flame.

Will the little temporary advantage held forth
for delufion feduce them from their duty 2 Will
they not evidence at this time, how much they
defpile the commercial bribe of a Britilh miniftry ;
and teftify to the world that they do not vail to
the mofit glorious of the antients, in love of freedom
and f{ternnefs of virtue? But as to THE INHAERI-
TANTS OF THIS PROVINCE, how grca- are the num-
ber, how weighty the confiderations to aétuate their
conduct? Not a town in this colony, but have
breathed the warmeft declarations of attachment
to their rights, union in their defence, and perfeve-
rance to the end. Should any one maritime town
(tor more than onNe I will not believe there can
be) allured by the expeQations of gain, refufe to
lend their aid ;—entertaining the bafe idea of build-

ing
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ing themfelves upon the ruins of this metropdlise
and in the chain of future events, on the deftruc-
tion of ALL AMER1cA,—what fhall we fay ?—hours
of bitter reflettion will come, when their own
Jeelings {hall excite confideration; when remem-
brance of the paff, and expeltation of the future,
fhall fill up the meafure of their forrow and anguifh.
—But I turn from the 1dea, which blaits my coun-
try with infamy—my fpecies with difgrace.

The intelligent reader muft -have noticed, that
through the whole of the at of Parliament, there
1s no fuggeftion that the Eaft-India company had
made any demand for damage done to their pro-
perty :—i1f the company {uppofed they had ' re-
ceived injury, it doth not appear wiom they con-
fider as guilty, and much lefs, that they had al-
ledged any charge againit tbe town of Bofion. But I
prefume, 1f that company were intitled to re-
ceive a iecompence from the town until they pro-
fecuted their demand, they are fuppofed to wave
it. And we cannot but imagine, that this 1s the firft
inftance, where Parliament hath ordered one fub-
ject to pay a fatisfattion to another, when the party
aggrieved did not appear to make his regular
claim; and much more uncommon is it, for fuch
recompence to be ordered, without afcertaining the
amount to which the fatisfaction fhall extend.

But if the Eaft-India company were riow made eafy,
and Bofton reduced to perfelt filence and humiha-
tion ;~—how many ‘“ oTHERRS” are there, who would
fuggeft, that they * surriRED by the riots and in-
furretiions abovementioned” and demand ¢ reafonable

fatisfaction” therefore—The fingular texture,. uncer-
tainty,



( 25 )
%

tainty, loofenefs, and ambiguity of this phrafe in the
ftatute, feems fo calculated for d'fpute, fuch an
eternal bar to a full comphance wita the requifitions
of the act, and of courle to render perimznent its
evils, that I cannot {peak upon the fubjeét without
tre{pafling upon thofe bounds of refpet and decency,
within the circle of which I have endeavoured to
move.

 Here waving further particular confideration of
that fubject which gave origin to this performs
ance, 1 fhall proceced to an equally interefting

fubjeét—that of sTANDING aRMIES, and ciIvIL so-
CIETY.

The faculty of intelligence may be confidered as
the firft gift of GOD; 1ts due exercife is the hap-
pinefs and honour of man; its abufe, his calami-
ty and difgrace. The moft trifling duty 1s not
properly diicharged without the exertion of this
noble faculty ; yet how often does it lie dormant,
while the higheft concernments are in iffue? Be-
lieve me (my countrymen) the labour of exami-
ning for ourfelves, or great impofition, muft be fub-
mitted to; there is no other alternative: and unlefs
we weigh and confider what we examine, little
benefit will refult from refearch. We are at this
extraordinary crifis called to view the moft mclan-
choly events of our day: the fcene is unpleafant to
the eye, but its contemplation will be ufetul, if our

}hp}lghts terminate with judgment, refolution, and
pirit.

If at this period of public affairs, we do not
think, ‘deliberate, and determine Jike men—men of

1O minds



( 26 )

minds to conceive, hearts to feel, and wvirtue to
afl—what are we to do ?—to gaze upon our bon-
dage ? while our enemies throw about fire-brands,
arrows, and death, and play their tricks of defpera-
tion with the gambols of {port and wantonnefs.

The proper object of fociety and civil :nftitutions
1s the advancement of ¢ the greateft happinefs of
the greateft number.” The people (as a body, being
never nterefled to injure themielves, and uniformly
defirous of the general welfare) have ever made
this colleitive felicity the object of their withes and
purfuit. But ftrange, as it may feem, what #zhe
many through {ucceflive ages have defired and
fought, the few have found means to baffle and de-
feat. The neceflity of the acquifition hath been
confpicuous to the rudeft mind; but man, incos-
fiderate, that,  in every fociety there is an effors
““ conftantly tending to confer on one part the beight
““ of power, and to reduce the other to the extreme of
“‘ wweaknefs and mifery,” * hath abandoned the molft
important concerns of civil fociety to the caprice
and controul of thofe, whofe elevation caufed them
to forget their priftine equality, and whofe intereft
urged them to degrade the beft and moft ufeful, below
the worft and moff unprofitable of the {pecies .
Againft #bis exertion, and the principle which origi-
nates it, no vigilance can be too ftharp, no determi-

nation too fevere. .
But

. Mnrq. Beccearia.

+ The modes of government waich have been impofed on cre-
dulous man, have been not only deficient in producing the juft
ends of government, viz. the full and impartial fecunty of the
rights 0% nature ; but alfo, have bcen rather formadable and
dangerous cabals againft the peace, happinels, and dignity of
fociety, Macaulzy’s Obfervations on Burke’s Thoupht , &
Edit. 5, p. 10.
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But, alas!—as if born to delude and be delu-
ded—t6 believe whatever is taught, and bear all
that 1s impofed—{ucceflive impofitions, wrongs and
infults, awaken neither the fenfe of injury, npr {pirit
of revenge. Fafcinations and enchantments, chains
and fetters, bind in adamant the underftanding, and
paffions of the human race. Ages follow ages,
pointing the way to ftudy wifdom—but the charm
continues.

Santtified by authority and armed with power,
error and ufurpation bid defiance to truth and right,
while the bulk of mankind fit gazing at the monfter
of their own creation :—a moniter, * to which their
follies and vices gave origin, and their depravity and
cowardice continue in cxiftence.

- The gretef bappine(s of the greateff number”
being the obj2ct and bond of fociety, the eftablifh-
ment of truth and juftice ought to be the bafis of
ctvil policy and jurifprudence.  But this capital efta-
blithment can never be attained, in a itate, where
there exifts a power fuperior to ibe civil nayiftrate,
and fuffcient to controul the authorily of tne lats.
Whenever, therefore, the profeffion of arms becomes
a diftinit order in the ftate, and a flandinr army part
of the conflitution, wz are not fcrupulous to alhirm,
that the cud of the focial compaét is defeated, and 1he
nation is colled to alt upon the grand quefiion, confequens
wpon fuckh an event.

E 2 T'he

* This (flanding army) 1s a monfter, that will devour all your
hbernes and properties - there is a time for all men to fpeak,
ﬂnq now, when our liberties are at ftake, duty to GOD, our
Prince, and country, forbid to be filent.  Sir Johu Hotham's
ipeech an Purliament, 153, Grey's debates, wvoll =, puase
S91s
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The people who compofe the fociety (for whofe
fecurity the Jabour of its inftitution was performed,
and of the toils its prefervation daily {uftained)
THE PEGPLE, 1 fay, are the only competent judges
of their own welfare, and, thercfore, are the only
fuitable authority to determine touching the great
end of their fubje€ion and their facrifices. This
pofition Jeads us to two others, not impertinent on
this occafion, becaufe of much importance to Ame-
ricans :—

That the legiflative body of the common-wealth
ocught to deliberate, determine, and make their de-
crees iz places where the legiflarors may eafily know
from their own obfervation, the wants and exigences,
the fentiments and will, the good and happinefs of
the people; and the people as eafily know the dec-
liberations, motives, defigns, and conduct, of their
legiflators, before their {tatutes and ordinances ac-
tually go forth and take effect :—

That every member of the legiflature ought him.
{elf to be {o far {fubject in his perfon and property to
the laws of the ftate, as to immediately and effec-
tually feel every mifchiet and inconvenience, refult-
ing from all and every act of legiflation.

The f{cience of man and fociety, being the moft
extended in its nature, and the moft important in 1ts
ccnfequences, of any 1n the circle of crudition, ought
to be an object of unyverfal attenvion and ftudy.
Was it made {o, the rights of mankind would not
remain buried for ages under {yftems of civil and

rieftly hierarchy, por focial feliity overwhelmed by
Fawlcfs domination,

Under
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Under appearances the moft venerable, and infti-
tutions the moft revered; under the fanétity of reli.
gion, the dignity of government, and the {miles of
benchcence, do the fubtle and ambitious make their
firft incroachments upon their fpecies. ?azch, and
oppofe, ought therefore to be the motto of mankind,
A nation 1n 1ts beft eftate—guarded by good laws,
fraught with public virtue, and fteeled with martial
courage—~may refemble Achilles: but Achilles was
wounded in the heel.  The leaft point left unguarded,
the foe enters : —latent evils are the moft dangerous—
for we often receive the mortal wound, while we are
flattered with fecurity.

The experience of all ages fhews, that mankind
are nattentive to the calanmites of others, carelefs
of admonition, and with difficulty roufed to repel
the moft injurious invafions. ¢ I perceive (faid the
‘“ great patriot Cicero to his countrymen) an incli-
‘“ nation for tyranny in all Cafar projeéts and exe-
““ cutes®.” Notwithftanding this friendly caution,
not ¢ ull 1t was o0 late, did the people find out,
“ that no beginnings, however fmall, are to be neg-
““ lefted+.” For that Cafar, who at firlt attacked
the common-wealth ewith mines, very foon opened bis
batter.es f.—Encroachments upon the rights and pro-
perty of the citizen, are like the rollings of mighty
waters over the breach of antient mounds: flow and
vnalarming at the beginning; rapid and terrible in
the current s a deluge and devaftation at the end.—
Behold the oak, which ftretcheth itelf to the moun-
tains, and overthadows the vallies, was cnce an
acorn 1n the bowels of the earth :—Slavery (my
fricnds) which was yefterday engrafted among you,

already
* Plut. Life of Cefar. + Ib. 3 Ib,
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already overfpreads the land, extending its arms to
the ocean, and its limbs to the rivers.— Unclean and
voracious animals under 1ts covert, find protetion
and food,—but the fhade blafteth the green herb, and
the root, thereof poifoneth the dry ground, while the
winds which wave 1ts branches {catter pefhlence and

death.

Regular government is neceflary to the preferva-
tion of private property and perfonal fecurity. With-
out thefe, men will defcend into barbariim, or at
beft become adepts in humiliation and {ervility ; but
they will never make a progrefs 1n literature or the
ufeful arts. Surely a proficiency 1n arts and fciences
i1s of fome value to mankind, and delerves fome
confideration.— What protection of property—when
minifters fhall overrun the land with mercenary
legions 7 What perfonal fafety, when a Britifh ad-
miniftration—(fuch as it now i1s, and corrupt as it
may be)—pour armies into the capital, and fenate-
houfe, — point their arullery againft the tribunal of
puftice, and plant weapons of death at the pofts of

our doors ¥ ?

Thus expoled to the power, and infulted by the
arms of Britain—s TANDING ARMIES become an
obje&t of ferious attention.  And as the hiftory of
mankind affords no inftance of fuccefstul and con-
firmed tyranny, without the aid of military forces,
we fhall not wonder to find them the defiderata of
princes, and the grand object of modern policy.—
What, though they fubdue every gencrous paffion

and extinguith every fpark of virtue—all this muft
be

¢ Al this, and much more, hath Bsfton been witnefs to.
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be done, before empires will fubmit to be ex-
haufted by tribute, and plundered with impuniry.

Amidtt all the devices of man to the prejudice
of his fpecies, the inftitution of which we _treat,
hath proved the moft extenfively fatal to religion,
morals, and focial happinefs. Founded in the moft
malevolent difpofitions of the human breaft, dif-
guifed by the policy of ftate, fupported by the
lufts of ambition, THE sworRD hath fpread havock
and mifery throughout the world. By the aid
of mercenary troops, the finews of war, the pro-
perty of the fubjett, the life of the common-wealth
have been committed to the hands of hirelings,
whofe intereft and very exiftence, depend cn an
abufe of their power. In the lwer clafs of life,
STANDING ARMIES have introduced brutal debau-
chery and rea/ cowardice; in the higher orders of
ftate, venal haughtinefs and extravagant diffipation.
In fhort, whatever are the concomitants of de-
fpouim; whatever the appendages of oppreffion,
this ARMED MoONsTrR hath fpawned or nurtured,
protected or eftablifhed ;—monuments and fcourges
of the folly and turpitude of man'!

Review the armament of modern princes:—
what fentiments aCtuate the military body? what
characters compolfe 1t ? Is there a private centinel
of all the innumerable troops that make {o bril-

hant a hgure, who would not for wanr of property
have been driven from a Roman cohort, when fok

diers were the defenders of liberty * ?

Booty and blind fubmiffion, is the fcience of the
camp.  When luft, rapacity, or refentment incire,

whole
® Sce Rouffean’s Social Comp. 20:.
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whole battalions proceed to outrage. Do their
leaders command-—obedience muft follow. ¢ Pri-
«¢ vate foldiers (faid Tiberius Gracchus from the
« Roman roftrum) fight and die to advance the
< wealth and luxury of the great.” *. < Soldiers
(faid an eminent Puritan in his fermon preached 1n
this country more than 130 vears ago) are com-
monly men who fight themfelves fearlefsly into the
mouth of hell for revenge, booty, or a little re-
venue :—a day of battle 1s a day of harveft for
the devil.” Soldiers, like men, are much the fame
In every age and country.

¢ Heroes are much the fame, the point’s agreed,
¢¢ From Macedonia’s madman to the Sweed.”

What will they not ight for—whom will they not
ficht againft? Are thele the men, who take up
arms with a view to defend their country and its
laws? Do the ideas or the feelings of the citizen
atuate a Britfh private on cntering the camp +?
Excitements, generous and noble like thefe, are far
from being the fimuli of a modern phalanx. The
general of an army, habituated to uncontrouled
command, feels himielt abfolute: he forgets his
fuperiors, £ or rather deipifes that civil authority,
which is deftitute of an cnergy to compel his obe-
dience. BHis foldiers (who look up to him as their
fovereign, and to their ofhcers as magiftrates) lofe
the fenuments of the «citizen and contemn the

laws.

* Plut. Life Tib. Grac. + Sce 1 Bla. Com. p. 307,

1 ¢ It s grown a principle among the army (an :Hl nurfery
for younpg men) that Parliaments are roots of rebellion.”” Sir Joha

Hothani 1n the houfe of common- 1073. Grey's debates in Pus
liament, 2 vol. 203,
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laws. Thus @ will and a power to tyrannize become

united ; and tbe effets are as inevitable and fatal 1n
the political, as the moral world. .

The foldiers bf Great-Britain are by the mutiny
at deprived of tholfe legal rights which belong to
the meanelt of their fellow-fubjelts, and even to
the vileft malefaCtor *. Thus diveited of thofe rights
and privileges which render Britons the envy of all
other nations, and liable to fuch hardfhips and pu-
nithments as the limits and mercy of our known
laws utterly difallow ; 1z may well be thought they
are perfons belt prepared and mofl eafily tempted to
ftrip others of their rights, having already loit their
own-t. Excluded, therefore, from the enjoyments
which others peflefs, like Eunuchs of an Eaftern
leraglio, they envy and hate the reft of the com-
munity, and indulge a mahgnant pleafure 1n de-
{troying thofe privileges to which they can never be
admitted . How emincently does modern obferva-
tion verify that fentiment of Baron Montelquieu—
a flave living among free-men will {oon become a

bealt§.

A very fmall knowledge of the human breaft,
and a little confideration of the ends for which
we¢ form into focieties and common-wealths, difco-
ver the 1impropriety and danger of admittng fach
an order of men to obtain an cltablithment in the
ltate © the anpals and experience of every age thew,
that 1t 1s ot only ubluidity and folly —but diftrac-
tion and madnet:s. But we in this regton of the
carth have not only to dread and ftrugele with
t‘hc natural and common calamities refulung {rom
fuch mulitary  bodics, but the combined dan-

I gers
® Sce 1 vol, Lds, Prot, 280, Anno 1717. 1+ 1b. 283,

! Momclq. Sp. Lawa, 16, 1. aed 1 Blas Com. 410,
§ Sec Sp. Laws 348, 2 ILudit.
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gers arifing from AN ARMY OF FOREIGNERS, fta-
tioned in the very bowels of the land. Infatuated
Britons have been told—and as often deceived, that
an army of natives would never opprefs their own
countrymen. But Cafar, and Cromwell, and an
hundred others have enflaved their country with
fuch kind of forces. And who does not know
that {fubalterns are 1mplicitly obedient to their ofhi-
cers ;—who when #b¢ey become obnoxious are eaflily
changed, as armies to ferve the purpofes of ambi-
tion and power are foon new modelled. But
as to America, the armies which infeft her fhores
are I1n every view FOREIGNERs, difconnefted with
her 1n intereft, kindred, and other focial alliances :
who have nothing to lofe, but every thing to gain
by butchering and opprefling her inhabitants.—But
yet worfe :—their inroads are to be palliated, their
outrages are to receive a {anction and defence from
a Parliament whofe claims and decrees are as unrigh-
teous, as tbe adminifiration is corrupt ;—as bound-
lefs as their ambition, and as terrible as their power.
‘T'he ufurpation and tyranny of the Decemviri of
Rome are reprefented as fingularly odious and op-
preflive : but even they never affumed what Britain
in the face of all mankind hath avowed and exercifed
over the Colonies :—the power of paffing laws merely
cn per own authority. *° Nothing that we propofe (faid
“ they to the people) can pafs into a law without
‘“ your confent, Be yourfclves, ye Romans, the au-
“ thors of thofe 1.AWS ON WHICH YOUR HAPPINESS
‘“ DEPENDS.”

“ The dominon of all great empires degrades
¢ and debales the buman {pecies®.  The domini-
on of Britain 1s that of a mighty empire. Her

, laws
* Ste 1 Dr. Robertfon’s hift, Charl. 5. p. 3.
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laws wafte our fubftance, her placemen corrupt our
morals, and her armies are to break our fpirits.—
Yes, are they not to do more? * To {poil, to
“ f{laughter, and to commit every kind of violence;
¢ and then to call the manceuvre by a lying name—
““ coveRNMENT ; and when they have {pread a ge-
¢ neral devaftation, call it peace*.” In the bar-
barous maffacres of France, in the 16th century, zbe
very hangmen refufed obedience to the cruel mandates
of the French monarch, faying they were legal officers,
and only executed thofe the laws condemned. Yet hif-
tory bears teftimony that the foldiers performed the
office which the bangman refufed+. Who then can
be at a lofs for the views of thofe who were o
fond of introducing, and tenacious of obtaining,
Similar peace-officers 1n this obnoxious capital ! But
let all fuch—yes, let Great-Britain confider the na-
ture of mankind ; let her examine carefully the

hiftory of paft events, and attend to the voice of
experience,

In the fame age we have jult mentioned, the
Low-Countries, then fubject to the crown of Spain,
being perfecuted by the court and church
of that kingdom, rofe up to refit their op-
preflors.  Upon which, in the year 1567, the
Duke of Alva was fent, and entered the country

with a well-appointed army, ten thoufand ftrong ;
in order to quell and punifh the infurgents. Ter-
riied with thefe martial operations, the towns

F 2 {uffered

*® Part of a noble fpeech recorded by Tacitus (vita Agric.) of an
old Briton to his followers, exciting them to fice their country,
then a Province of Rome, from the yoke of bondage.

t See the hife of Theod. Arip. D’Aubigne, p. 38.

1 Whoever wants information of the fpirit, cruclty and rapine of
foldiers quartered in popular cities, let them perufe the firit

book of the elegant and inftru@ive hiftory, written by the maf-
terly hand of Tacitus.
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{uffered the open breach of their charters, and the
people fubmitted to the moft humiliating infraction
of their liberties ; while Alva, being invefted with
the government, erefted the court of twelve, cal-
led the council (f blood, and cauled great numbers
to be condemned an - executed ¢n wccount of the
infurreétions.  Univerful complaints enfued on this
difule of the ordinary courts of law and the introduc-
tion of the ar-y: but complaints were in vain,
and all murmur dedpifed. The people became en-
ragec ; but wirnout a leader, they were over-awed.
‘“ 'T'he army (lays Sir William Temple) was fierce
ana brave, and defirous of wcibing {0 much as a re-
belizon of ole countiy.””  All was feizure and procefs,
cenfiication and 1mprifonment, blood and horror,
infolence and dejection, punifhments executed, and
~meditated  revenge.  But  though the multitude
threatened vengeance, the threats of a broken and

unarmed people excited contempt and not fear,

Alva redoubled his impofitions and ravages, bis

edifls were publiftod 1or raifing meiies withont the con-
Jeit of the flate, and Dis joldicrs were called to levy the
exallicans by force.—But the event thewed, that the

umudity and tamenefs of mankind, like every

thing human, will have a period. The patience of

the milerable fuflerers came to an end; and thofe

commotions began which deluged great part of Eu-
rope with blood, and finally {freed THE uNniTED

PROVINCES frony the yohe of Spain and the Inquifi-

tion.—What conflicts oo fharp --what horrors too

dreadtul to endure for {fuch a happy dchiverance—
fuch a plorous iduc?  ‘Thos « the firlt period of
the Low-country troubles (fays the fame ingeni-
ous writei) proved to King Philip (of Spain) a
dear experience, how little the boldefi armics and
buelt conduct are able to withftand the torrent of
a ftubborn and enraged people, which ever bears all
| o down
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down before it, till it be divided into different channels
by arts, or by chance; or till the fprings, which are
the humours that fed it, come to be {pent, or dry
up of themielves*.”

During f{everal centuries, hiftory informs us,
that no monarch in Europe was either fo bold,
or fo powerful, as to venture on any f{teps to-
wards the introduction of regular troops. At
lait, Charles the 7th of France, feizing a favour-
able opportunity 1n 1445, exccuted that which his
predeceffors durft not attempt, and eftablifhed the
firft {tanding army kpnown 1n Lurope. Liewis the
1ith, fon and {ucceflor of Charles, finding him-
lelt at the head of his father’s forces, was natu-
rally excited to extend the limits of his anceftors,
in the levies of money and men. Charles had
not been able to raife upon his fubjelts two mil-
lions, but the army he left his fucceflor enabled
him to levy near five. The father eftablifhed an
army of about {eventeen hundred, which ¢ he kept
‘“ 1n good order and placed for the defence of the
“ realm;” but this army, though thus difciplined
and ftationed, enabled the fon to maintain ¢ in
‘“ continual pay a terrible band of men of arms,
“ which gave the realm (fays the Hiftorian Phi-
lip de Commines) a el wound, of which it
bled many years+.” How regular, correfpon-
dent, and uniform are the rife and progreflion of
military calamites 1 all ages! How replete with
inftruction—how full of admonition are the memo-
rials of diftant times—clpecially when contracted

1nto

1 34

44

* See Temple’s obf. upon the United Provinces, p. 15, 10,
17, 19.

t Sixth Book of the Hift. of Ph. D¢ Commines, p. 200.
Londen Edit, 1614,
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into the view, and held up in comparifon with the
prefent.

Charles and Lewis having fet the example, all
the neighbouring crowned heads {oon followed,
and mercenary troops were introduced into all
the confiderable kingdoms of the continent. They
gradually became the only military force that was
employed or trufted. It has long been (fays the
learned Dr. Robertfon) the cbief objelt of policy to
increafe and fupport them, and tke great aim of
Princes or minifters to difcredit, and to annibilate all
other means of national allivity or defence*. Who
will wonder at this, who refle€t, that abfolute mo-
narchies are eftablifhed, and can only be {uppor-
ted by mercenary forces? Who can be {urprized,
that princes and their {ubalterns difcourage a mar-
tial {pirit among the people, and endeavour to ren-
der ulelefs and contemptible the militia, when this
inftitution 1s the natural {’trenwth, and only ftable
fafeguard, of a free country{? ¢ Without it, it
¢« 15 folly to think any free government will ever
¢“ have fecurity and {tability . A ftanding army
in quarters will grow efteminate and diflolute ;
while a militia, unitormly exerciied with hard la-
bour, are naturally firm and robuft. Thus an ar-
my 1n pcace 1s worfe than a milita; and 1n war,
a mihtia will foon become difciplined and martial.
But ¢ when the {word 1s in the hands of a fingle per-
¢“ fon—as n our conftitutian—he will always ({ays

“ the

* Hift. Charl. 5. 1 vol. p. 95. See alfo 2 Macaulay’s Hift. of
England, p. 165.  Sir John Philip’s Speech in the Britith Houfe
of Commons, 1744. Debates of the Commons, 2 vol. p. 61.

1+ Ovur tramned bands are the trueft and molt proper ftrength of
a free nation, Fikonoklafles of John Milton.

{ Hume, 278,
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s« ¢he ingenious Hume) neglet to difcipline the
 militia *, 1n order to have a pretext for keeping
«“ up a ftanding army. *T1s EviDEnT, (fays the
¢ {fame great charaCter ) that this 1s a mortal diftem-
¢ per 1n the BriTisH government; of which it
«“ muft ac laft snevitably perifb +.” What a defor-
med monfter 1s a {tanding army 1n a free nation?
Free, did I fay ¢ What people are truly free; whofe
monarch has a numerous body of armed mercenaries
at his heels ¢ 'Who 1s already ablolute in his power
—or by the breath of his noftrils may in an inftant
make himfelf fo?

No free government was ever founded or ever
preferved it’s liberty, without uniting the charaéters
of citizen and {oldier in thofe deitined for defence
of the ftate. The fword fhould never be in the
hands of any, but thofe who have an intereft in
the {afety of the community, who fight for their
religion and their offspring ;-——and repel invaders
that they may return to their private affairs and
the enjoyment of freedom and good order. Such
are a well regulated militia compofed of the free-
holders, citizen, and hufbandman, who take up arms
to preferve their property as individuals, and their
rnghts as freemen. Such is the policy of a tru-
ly wile nation, and fuch was the wifdom of the
antient Britons.  The primitive conftitution of a
ftate in a few centuries falls to  decay : —errors
and corruptions creep gradually into the admini-
ftration of government-—"till polterity forget or
difregard the inftitutions of their remote anceftors.

In

" Ot a lile vpinion was Sir Thoma T eein Charles the 2d’s

1e1gn, See Grey’s debates, 2 vol, N
t Huie 2+ .
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In antient time, THE MiLiTIA of England was
raifed, officered, and conduiied by common confent.
It’s militia was the ornament of the realm in
peace, and for ages continued the only and
fure defence 1n war. Was the King himfelf ge-
neral of an army—it was by the confent of bis peo-
ple. Thus when the Romans vifited the ifland of
Britain, Caflibelan was the Prince and chief com-
mander in war; but it was by zbe eleftion of the
great Common Councily, Summa belli (fays Cefar)
COMMUNI coNciLio, Caffibelano traditur. Nor will
this {feem ftrange, when we confider that it was
the firft ftate maxim with the Druids ne /logui de
republica, nift per concilium—not even to {peak up-
on a matter of ftate but i1n council. Nor 1s it to
be wondered that fuch politicians informed Czafar,
that they had been {fo long accuftomed to liberty,
that they knew not the meaning of #ribure and
flavery 5 and fent him word, that they bad as good blood
as be, and from the [ame faum‘am Surely a mef-
fage that was received by a Roman, may be
fent to a Britifh Cafar. Thefe were thofe we-
nerable Druids, who had infpired the Gauls, of
whom Cafar reports this memorable boaft, « /7%
can call or appcal to {fuch a Great Common Council,
as all the world cannot refift.” Tacitus, fpeakmcr
of our Saxon ance[’cor, relates, Reges ex nabz!ztate,
Duces ex wirtute in itfdem conciliis eliguntur. The
great council, or the parhament of the ftate, had,
not only the appointment of the principes militi.e,
but the conduct of all mmlitary torces, from the
firft erection of the ftandard to 1t’s lodgment
in the Citadel; for as the fame noble writer
informe, 1t was their ocnceral cultom—mot 1o in-
ruft oany an with the bearing of arms, antequai

CIVITAS
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CIVITAS fuffeiiurum probaverit. Such was the fecu-
nty of the people from the calamities of a ftanding
army : — happy 1ndeed i their fuccefiors could boaft
a {imilar provilion.—Britain would not now be ¢roan-
ing wnder opprellion—nor her diftant childre{x ftrug-
eling for their freedom.

A fpirited nanon thus embodied 1n a well dif-
ciplined militia, will {focn become warlike, and fuch
a people more fitted for altion than debate, al-
ways haften to a conclufion on the fubject of grie-
vances and public wrongs, aad bring their deli-
berations to the fhorteft 1ifue. With them ¢ 1t i1s
¢ the work of but oxc dav, to examine and refolve
“ the nice queftion, concerning the behaviour

“ of fubjelts towards a ruler who abufes his

*“ power *

Artful diffemblings, and plaufible pretences, are
always adopted in order to 1ntroduce regular troops.
Dionyfius became the tyrant of Syracufe, the moft
opulent of all the Grecian cities, by feigning a {oli-
citude for the people, and a fear of lLis own perlon.
He humbly prayed only a guard tor his proteétion :
they eafily granted, what he 1 «lily took - the power
of plnndering by military force, and entaiiing his
fovereignty by a devife of his fword. Agathocles, a
fuccefior to the Dionyfian fvnuy, and to the com-
mand of the army, continucd the ualitary tyranny,
and butchered the enflaved people by conuries.

Cardinal Ximenes, who made the firft innova-
tion of this kind in Spain, ducuiicd the meafure
under the pious and popular appearance of refifting
the progrefs of the Inhidels. The Nobles faw his views,
and excited oppofition in the chict towns of the

G Kingdom,

* Sce Dr. Robertfon’s Fift. of Scotiand, 1 vol. p. 204, 3.
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kingdom. But by dexteroufly ufing terror and in-
treaty, force and forbearance, the refratory cities
were brought to compliance. The nobles thus, driven
to defperate refolutions by the Cardinal’s military
movements, at a perfonal interview were warm and in-
temperate. When the Arch-prelate infenfibly led them
towards a balcony, from which they had a view of a
large body of troops under arms, and a formidable
train of artillery. ¢ Behold, (fays he, pointing to thefe,
“ and raifing his voice) the powers which I have re-
«« ceived from his Catholick majefty. Z7ith thefe T
“« govern Caflile, and with thefe I willgovernit.” Nobles
and people difcovered it was now 200 /ate for refiftance:
—to regret paft folly, and dread future calamities, was
the remaining fate of the wretched Caftilians. After
the Romans quitted the ifland of Britain, the firft
appearance of a ftanding army was under Richard
the fecond. The fuppreflion of his enemies in Ire.
land calling him out of England, his fubjets feized
the opportunity, and dethroned him.

Henry the 7th, a charalter odious for rapacity and
fraud, was the firft King of England who obtained a
permanent military band in that kingdom. It was
only a band of fifty archers :— with the harmlefs
appellation of Zeomen of the guards. This apparently
trivial inftitution was a precedent for the greateft po-
litical evil that ever 'infefted the inhabitants of
Britain. The oftenfible pretext was the dignity of
government— ‘“ the grandeur of majelty :”— * the
alteration of the conftitution, and an increafe of
power was the aim of the prince. An early * op-
““ pugnation of the King’s autbority,” tho’ no doubt
his tavourite fubalterns would have ftiled it ¢ 1LL-
“ piMeD,” T had cafily etle¢ted rhat difbanding

of

* See D, ¢ Leetae tate Gover, Boroard’s Speeches.



( 43 )

of the new raifed forces, which being a little
while delayed, no {fubfequent ftruggles have ac-
Compllfhed The wildom of re/ /z‘ame at the be-
ginning, has been repeatedly inculcated by the wife
and hberal-minded of all nations, and the expe-
rience of every age hath confirmed their inftruc-
tion. But no precept or examplc can make the
bulk of mankind wije for toemfelves. Tho’ cau-
tioned (as we have fren) * againft the proje@s of
Cafar, the [miles of bis benignity deceived the Ro-
man Common- wealth, till the increafe of his
power bid defiance to oppofition.  Celebrated
for his generofity and magnificence, his compla-
cency and compaffion +, the complaifant courtier
made his way into the hearts of his countrymen.
They would not believe, tho’ admonifhed by
the beft of men and firft of patriots}, that the
fmiling Cefar would filch away their hberties, that
@ native— porn and bred a Roman— would cnflave
his country—the land of his fathers— the land
of his birth—the land of his poftutty §. But
the ambitious Cafar aiming at authority, and

Caeflar

* See before, p. 31. + See Sallutt.
I M. T. Cicero. See Plut. Life of Cafar.

§ A fimilar infatuation hath, oftner than oace, prevfultd in this
Province: an 1inltince ()f which ve have in the time of
Governor Dudley. 'This Gentleman ¢ after he had been agent
““ for the Country, tacked about, and jorncd with the inftru-
‘“ ments that overthrew the charter, and accepted an 1llep.]
““ and arbitrary Commiflion froin King James, by whiclihe held
““ the (Jovernmwt, until the arrival of Sir Edmun! ;‘uuiwyi‘a ;
““ and then was, (as mea’mr of the Council, an.i Chicf Jindye
‘“ of the territory,) a chief teed of ull the enfuing, lLarta-
‘“ rous, and infamous adminiftration.  After i, appoint-
‘“ ment to the Government his conduét was of the Lane tex-
‘“ turc with his former life: (1t was his Son Paul, vwho wrote
o to Ii.ngland that this Country would ncver be worth hving
¢ 1, for Lawvers and Gentlemen, till eni cuayrTor 13

G 2 ¢ LAV EN
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Cxfar armed and intoxicated with powér, appear
in very diffcrent charalters. He who appeared with
the mildnefs of a fine gentleman, 1 his pri-
maval ftate, in an advanced ftation conduéled
with the fternnefs of a tyrant, Oppoled by a tri-
bunc of the people in taking money cut of the puo-
lick treafury egain} thke laws, Cxfar WITH AN ARMY
At His HEeLs, preclaimed ¢ arms and laws do
“ yst flourifb tagefber." ““ If you are not pleafed,
« (added the ufurper) with what I am about, you
“ have rothing to do but to withdraw. Indeed
¢« war will no- bear much loerty of fpeech.
« V/ien iy this, I am deparung from my own
¢ right., Lor you, and all, 1 Lave found ("xcmnu
& a_/;mrzt of faltion ™ (Zg(’ﬁ{ﬁ me, are at my difpolal. z
Saying this, he approached the doors of the trea-
Jury, as the keys were not P reduced, he fent big
work-men ;0 break “them open -t This is the com-
plaifant Caefar— renowned for his amiable quali-
ties: by his eaiy addrefs he deceived, and by
his arts enflaved his countrymen— and prepared
the way for a fucceeding Idcro to fpoil and
lavghter them.— Singular and very remarkable
have been the interpofitions of rovidence 1n ta-
vour

‘¢ TAKEN AWAY. ) Yet fuch was the dclufion at that
day. ¢ Some of the Council would fiomly believe charitably
¢ of lmn becaufe bic fumily and i:tere? were here, and there-
‘“ fore thought 1t unrcafonable to belicve he would do any
¢« thing that thouwid hure his Counury.”  Sce a Boek publithed
m London, about 108, mutled, *+ "Pie deplorable ttate ot
““ New-Lnslan g, lyee readon of o coverons and treadhercus Qo
“ vernor, and prjillanimons Counfellors.” p. 3 & 9, &c.

¥ Tullice was fa'%er in ancient Rome, as weil as modern Britain,
Sce Macauley’s hifl, go3. Montagw’s rife wng tuil ot the ans
cient Repub. 275.

1 Plut. Lile of Cafar,
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vour of New-England :— the permiffion of an early
carnage 1n our ftreets, peradventure, was to awaken
us from the danger;— of being polizely beguiled
into fecurity, and frawdfully drawn into bondage :—-
a ftate that fooner or later ends in rapine and blood.
— Shall we be too enthufiaftic, if we attribute to the
Divine influence, that unexpected good which hath
{o often 1n our day been brought out of pre-
meditated evil? Few, comparatively, of the many
mifchiets aimed again{t us, but what have termi-
nated In fome advantage, or arc now verging to
fome happy ilue.— It the dexterity of veteran
troops have not excited envy, 1if their outrage
hath not provoked revenge, their military difci-
pline hath fet a well-umed example, and their
favage fury been a well-improved incentive. The
lufts of an enemy may touch a fenfibtlity of
mind, and his very pride pique the virtue of the
heart.

Fleets which appeared formidable; and armies
which threatened deftruction, have cither vapoured
away with empty parade, or executed their mif-
chievous defigns with rafthnefs and folly. To com-
penfate the miult, and repair the njury, Provi-
dence hath cauled thele armaments to {catter much
wealth, and diffufe abroad a marual puffion :——
a paffion, which hath proved fo contagious, that
our MiILITIA are advanced a century, at keall, n
difciphne and mmprovements.  Where are the peo-
ple who can compofe a militia of better men, more
expert 1n the ule of arms, and the conduét of
the field, than we can now call forth into aétion?
A militia who a few years ago, knew near as much
of the feience of Algebra, as of the are milicuy,
LThus hottile invafions have roufed among us the

GENIUS
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cenius of War :— that Genius, which under GO,
will conduct us with fafety and honour— with tri-
umph and glory.

Surely we may fay of our adverfaries ;— in the
net, which they hid, is their own foot taken, and they
are {nared in the wickednefs of their own bands.—
Our e¢nemies the laft ten years have been em-
ployed to weave a fpider’s web and batch the eggs of
a Cockatrice :—confuming their own bowels by what they
bave weaved; and defiroyed by what they have
brought forth.—Thus Gohiah 1s killed with bis. own
Jword, Haman hanged upon bis own gallows *. Mar-
vellous were the doings of GOD in the eyes of our
tathers ;— nor lefs aftonifhing are his works in the

days of their progeny +.

Charles the IId told his Parhament, their ¢ jea-
““ Joufy, that the forces he had rais’d were defigned
““ to controul law and piroperty, was weak and
““ frivolous 1> The cajolement took for a feafon,

but his {fubjects having been abufed by repeated
violations

* Thus alfo the Bifhop of Verdun, who was the modern contriver

. of a new {pecies of State-prifon (for which, many have curfed
him) was by the righteous difpenfation of I’rowdence firft put
into it himfelf and confined ¢ in the cruel priton?’ fourtcen
years. Plil. De Com. Hift. p. 216.

+ It was an ebfeyvation applied by the firit fettlers of New-Eng-
land to their great confolation, that when avicked men are
nearcft their l;/;w, godly men are furtheff from their fears, be-
C mft, the infolence and cowardice of the wicked wu/ually engage
GOD to defeat their delign.

1 Speech to both Houfes, I'cbruary 1672, and 7 Grey's Deb. in
Parl. p. 20.
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violations of his moft foleinn vows, at laft rouzed
from their lethargy ; and the King began to dread
the feverity of their vengeance. He therefore kept
up a flanding arniy, not only againft law, but the
repeated refolutions of every Parliament of his reign.
He found that corruption without force could 1ot
~confirm him a tyrant, and therefore cherithed and
augmented his troops to the deftruction of his people
and the terror of his fenators. * There go our ma-
*“ flers*,” was a common faying among the mem-
bers of Parlhlament. ¢ No law can reftrain thefe
‘“ people ; houfes are taken from us, our lives are
“ in danger,” (faid one member in Parliament.)

¢ Without betraying our truft, ({aid Ruffel) we mult
¢ vote thefe ftanding forces a grievance. There

¢ are defigns about the King, to ruin religion and

¢ property. Public bufinefs is the leaft of their
‘ concern. A few upflart people making hay while
¢ the fun fhines, fet up an army to eftablifh their
¢ intereft: I would have care taken for the future,
¢ that no army be raifed for a cabal-intereft. A
¢ Gentleman faid the laft {feflicn, that this vrar was
‘ made rather for the army, than the army for the
¢ war. This gavernment, with a flanding army, can
“ NEVER BE SAFE : [Ve cannot be fecure in this boufe
“ and fome of us may bave our beads taken off -’

Patriots harangued 1n vain- - the Commons voted
the Keeping up the army illegal and a grievance—
but while they thus did, they openly betrayed a
dread of that army. 1 would not give an alarm
“ to thole who bave arms in 'heir hands,” faid one

L

member; ¢ I cannot but obicrve that the Houfe of
«« Commons

* Johnfon'’s Works, p. 312.
t Grey’s Debates, 2 vol. p. 219—393.
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¢ Commons is now in fear of the army,” faid an-
other *,  Plain as it was for what end the army was
kept up, the people flumbered. '

The exigencies of the times called for fomething
wnore than votes and paper-refoluticns. What was the
conféquence of this national cowardice and 1naltivicy ?
“ England faw herfelf engaged in the expence of
“ 600,000 Pounds {terling, to pay an army and fleet,
¢ which certainly (fays Rapin) had not been prepared
© 10 meke war with france, @R FOR THE SECURITY
‘¢ or ENGLAND.”— Spirited refolves may plezfe the
ear; fenatorial eloquence may charm the eye, but
thefe are not the weapons with which to combat ftand-
g armies: thele were not thofe, which freed this
Capital from ftationed regiments;—they are not thofe,
which will ultimately But I forbear: time will

unfold, what I may not foretel.

The Britith Court, never deftitute of plaufibilities
to deceive, ot inventions to enthral the nation, ap-
propriated monies, raifed by Parhament for the
purpofe of difbanding the army, to their continu-
ance -+, and uniformly purfued fimilar meafures,
till in the year 1684, ¢ the King in order to make his
« people fenfible of their new flavery, affefted to
« mufter his troops, which amounted to 4000 well-
¢« armed and difciplined £.” 1f Rapin denominated
fo fmall an armament, tbe flivery of the [ubjest
under Charles the Ild— what would he call the
ftate of Britons under George the third? With
4000 troops, the kingdom 1t fecems, was reduced o
icrvitude : but the fpmit of the nation foon after

rofc.

* 7 Grey’s Debates in Parl. po71, 2, 3.
b See King’s Speech, Oftober 1078,
] Rupin,
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fofe. - In 1685, complaint was riade in Parliacient,
‘ that the country was weary of the oppreffion, and
« plunder of the foldiérs ;” ¢ the army (it was faid)
“« debauched the ‘maniers of 4/l thé pedple, their
“ wives, datghters and fervants *.”  The grievance
became intolerable——and what Was happy, it was
not tou mighty for oppofition. James the f{écond,
fiad ofily 14 or 15,000 troops,——and no riot adl.
The barbaritfes of a Kirk, and the campaign of a
Jefteries, could not pafs with impunity. I'HE rRE-
voLuTioN fucceeded, and James abdicated his throne.
~~Such was the fate of one, who vainly affected to
play the defpot with about fifteén regiments : had
he beenn encircléed with an hundred, no doubt. hé
had retgned an dpplauded tyrant— flattered 7n bis
doy, with thdt lying appellation— ¢ the w0ifeft and the

“ deft of Kings+.”

The army of the prefent King of Great Bri-
tain' 1S largér than that with which Alexander {ub-
H dued

* 8 Vol. Grey’s Debates 363, 6.
t Patrie Patri, Regum optimo, was part of an infcription on the
marble ftatue ere®ted 1o Charles the fecond, as werthlefs and
odiousﬁa Prince as any in the luftory of Fngland. See Rapmn
v34. Fol. Edtt.— Even Richard (she third) generally 1epre-
fented, both as 2 moafter in perfon and difpolition, hath how-
ever had panegyrifts who aflirm, that ke was remarkably gen-
teel, and ¢the beft of Kinps.  Sce Barrmngton’s Obf. on ti:c more
ancient ftatutes, p. 392, 3.

Thus that infolent tyrant, Hen VIII. who difpraced s fpecies
by repdated viélations of his moit folemn vows, and the practice
of open debauchery and rict; a defpot, who, loit to the commi
feelings of humanity, made his laws more bloody thau thofe of
Draco or Dionyfius, and caulcd a greater number of excecurion.,
than any other King of England, 1s charatlerized on the Jour-
nals of the Ifoufe -:j% E.m'ds, as a Prince of avonderous goodnefs
and aifdom, Sce the fame obfervations 461, z, and 472.
Surely He who call RE1GNING MONARCHS ¢ the aviyift and

‘““ beft of Kings,” ought always to be fufpeéied of burlefque and
farcaim, or fomething worfe. |
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dued the Eaft, or Czfar conquered Gaul. < If the
¢« army we now keep up (faid Sir John Phillips thirty
« years ago in the Houfe of Commons) thould once
« be as much® attached to the Crown as Julius Ca-
¢ far’s army was to him, I fhould be glad to know
« where we could find a force {uperior to that
« army*.” Is there nofuch attachment now exifting+?
Surely the liberties of England, if not held ac will,
are holden by a very precarious tenure.

The fupreme power is ever pofifefled by thofe
who have arms in their hands, and are dilciplined
to the ufe of them. When the Archives confcious
of a good title difputed with Lyfander about boun-
daries, the Lacedemonian fhewed bis fword, and
vauntingly cried out, ¢ he that 1s mafler of this can
¢“ beft plead about boundaries J.” The Marmo-
tines of Meffina declined appearance at the tri-
bunal of Pompey, to acknowledge his jurifdiction,
alledging in excule, ancient privileges, granted them
by the Romans.— “ Will you never have done (ex-
« claimed Pompey) with citing laws and privileges
““ ta men who wear [words §” What boundaries
wili they fet to their paflions, who have 'no li-
mits to their power ¢ Unlimited oppreflion and
wantonnefs, are the never-failing attendants of un-

bounded

* See 2 Vol. Debates in the Honfe of Commons, p. 56, 7, 8.
+ By a numerous army and a fevere riot a&t, you may injecd re-
vent mobs and riots among the people ; but if this method be
purfued for a long time, you awill make your minifters tyrants, and
your people flaves, Sir John Barnard’s fpeech in the Britith Houfe
of Commons, 1744. zvol. Debat. p. 118. Qu. If this method
hath not been thus purfued ? and Qu. Whether the prophecy 1

fulfilling, or alreac(iiy accomplifhed in Great-Britain ?
1 Plu, Life of Lyfander, -

§ Plus Lifc of Pompey,
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bounded authority. Such power, a veteran army
always acquire, and being able to riot in mif-
chief with impunity, they always do it with li-
centioufnefs.

Regular foldiers, embodied for the purpofe of
originating oppreflion, or extending dominion, ever.
compafs the controul of the Magiitrate. The fame
force which preferves a defpotiim immutable, may
change the defpot everygday. Power 1s foon felt
by thofe who poffefs 1t, and they who can com-
mand will never fervilely obey. The leaders of
the army, having become mafters of the perfo
of their Sovereign, degrade or exalt him at will *,
Obvious as thefe truths may feem, and confirmed
as they are by all hiftory +, yet a weak or wicked
Prince 1s eafily perfuaded, by the creatures who
furround him, to aét the tyrant, A charater fo
odious to fubjeéts, muft neceflarily be timid and
jealous. Afraid of the wife and good, he muft {up-
port his dignity by the affiftance of the worthlefs
and wicked. Standing armies are therefore raifed
by the infatuated Prince. No fooner eftablifhed,
than the defencelefs multitude are their furft prey.
Mere power is wanton and cruel: the army grow
licentious, and the people grow defperate. Dread-
ful alternative to the infatuated monarch! In con-
ftant jeopardy of lofing the regalia of emprre, ull
the caprice of an armed Banditti degrade him

H 2 from

* Whoever ufes a mercenary army (fays the great Lord Chancellor
Bacon) tho’ he may fpread his feathers for a time, he will mew
them foon after; and raife them with avkut defign you pliase,
yet, like the Weff-India dogs, in Boccaline, v a little time,
they avill certainly turn fbecp-biters.

t 8ee Dr, Sullivan’s lc¢tures on the laws of England, p. 56.
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from fovergignty *, or the enraged people wreak an
indifcnimipgte and righteous vengeance. Alas |
when will Kings learn wifdom, and mighty men
have underftanding? | ﬂ

A further reyiew of the progrefs of armies in our
par¢nt-ftate, will be an ufetul, tho’ not a pleafant
employ. No. particular reafon or occalion was fa
much as fuggelled in the bill which pafied the Par-
liament 1n 1717, for keeping on foot a ftanding
army of 30,000 men §4 time ¢f peace: (a number
fince amazingly increafed.) An a¢&t juftly recorded
in the Lord’s Journal, to be e precedent for keeping
the {ame army @t «/l times, and which the proteft
of that day foretold ¢ MusT INEVITABLY fubuers the
“ ancient coyflitution of the wealws, and fubjet the
“¢ fuijells to arbitrary power+.” To barrow the
pointed turn of a modern orator—— what was ance
propbecy, 18 naw hiftery.

The powers given by the mutiny a&, which
}s now conftantly paffed every year, was repeated)y
in former times *“ oppofed and condemned by
“ Parlament, as repugnant to MaoNA-cHARTA,
“ apd Inconfiffent with the fundamental rights
‘““ and hberties of a free people T.” In this fta-
tute, ng proviflon 15 made for fecuring the obe-
dicnce of the military to the civil power, on which
the prefervaton of our conftictution depends. A
great number of armed men governed by mar-

tial

. . : : ,
* :r Robert Aticing (afterwards Lord Chicf Jultice of the Common

Pleas 1y bagland) faid in Parljament, (anno 1665)—- ¢ Six
¢ Lnpacrs Ln five years had their heads tumbled down by a
““ milnary government.”” Grey’s debates in Parl. 1 vol. p. 23.

t Sse Lord’s Proteft." 273, vol. 3. | Sce fame Book, p. 27,
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tial law ¥, having it in their power, are naturally
inclined not only to difobey, but to infult the civil
Magiitrate +: The experience of what hath hap-
pened in England, as well as the memorials of all
ages and nations have made it {ufficiently apparent,
that waerc-ever an effefual provifion is not made
to lecure the obedience of foldiers to the .laws of
their country, the milicary hath conftantly {fubverted
aud twallowed up the civil power, What pro-
vilion of this kind, can the {everal Continental le-
githaures make againlt Britith troops ftationed in
th. Coloni-=s? Nav, if the virtue of one branch of
government attempted the falutary meafure, would
the firtt branch ever give 1’s confent? A Gover-
nor mutt he wiil obey his mafter: the alterna-
pative 1s obvious.  The armies quartered among
us muft be removed, or they will in the end over-
turn and trample on all that we ought to hold va-

Juable and facred.

We have authority to affirm, that the regular.
forces of Great-Britain confift of a greater number
than are neccffary for the guard of the King’s
perfon and the defence of government, and there.
tfore dangerous to the conftitution of the kingdom.
What then do thefe armaments, when eftablithed
bere, threaten to our laws and hberties 7 Well
might the illuftrious members of the houfe of
Peers, in 1722, hold torth the danger of ¢ 4 total
“ alteration of the trame of our conftitution from
“ a legal and limited monarchy to a defpotic;”

and

* A law unknown to our conftitution, deftruétive of our liberties,
uct indured by our anceflors, and never mentioned in any of our
flatutes, but in order to condemn 1t, 2 vol. Lord’s Prot. 283.

t Very notable inftunces of this have been feen 1n this Province—
which will be recorded to the eternal infamy of thofe who
brooked the infult.
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and declare, they were ¢ induced to be of this judg-
‘¢ ment, as well from the nature of armies, and the
‘“ inconfiftency of great military power and martial
‘“-law with civil authority, as from the known and
““ univerfal experience of other countries in Lurope,
““ which, &y the influence and power of fanding armies,
““ 8 time of peace, have from limited monarchies, like
““ ours, been changed into abfolute ¥ The taxes ne-
ceffary to maintain a ftanding army, drain and 1m-
poverifh the land. Thus exhaufted by tribute, the
people gradually become fpiritlefs, and fall an eafy

facrifice to the reigning power.

Spirits, like Britons, naturally fierce and indepen-
dent, are not eafily awed or fuddenly vanquifhed
by the fword. Hence, an augmentation of forces
hath been puthed, when there was no defign of
bringing them into ation againft Englithmen in
an open field. New forces have oftener than once
been raifed in England, more for civil than mili-
tary fervice ;5 and as elections for a new parliament
have approached, this door has been opened to in-
troduce a large body of commiffioned Penfisners .
.What hath been the confequence ! A conftant ma-
jority of placemen meeting under the name of a
Parliament, to ¢fabli/b grievances inftead of redre/-
fing them— to approve implicitly the meafures of
a court without information— to fupport and {creen
miniters whom they ought to controul or punith—
to grant money without right, and expend it with-
out difcretion ? Have thefe been the baneful con-
lcquences? Are thefe folemn truths? Alas! we
tremble to think :— but we may venture to fay,
that when this is true of that legiflative autho-

rity,

* bee 1 vol. Lord’s Prot. 377, 8.
1 Scee 2 vol. Lord’s Prot. p. 102,
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rity, which not only claims, (but exercifes)- < full
« power and authority to make laws and ftatutes
“ to bind the colonies and people of America 1N
«“ aLL casEs whatfoever * ;”’-—the ForMs of our con-
ftitution, creating 4 fatal delufion, will become our
greateft grievance.

The rorMALITIES of a free, and the ends of a
defpotic ftate, have often {ubfifted together. Thus
deceived was the Republic of Rome: Officers
and Magifirates retained their old names : the
rorMs of the ancient government being kept up,
the fundamental laws of the Commonwealth were
violated with impunity, and 1t’s once free conftitu-
tion utterly annthilated 4. He who gave Auguftus
Cafar the advice ¢ that to the officers of ftate the
‘“ fame names, pomp and ornaments, fhould be con-
“ tinued, with all the appearances of authority, <with-
““ out the power I,” diicovered an intimate acquain-
tance with mankind. The advice was followed,
and Cafar foon became Senate, magiftracy, and
laws. Is not Britain to America, what Cafar was
to Rome:

It 1s curlous to obferve the various a&ts of im-
pofiion, which are alternately practifed by the

areat

* See the declarative aét of the Britith Parliament, Anno 1766.
““ From S1ir Robert Walpole’s day to the prefent time (1762)
‘““ has proved a very remarkable period in the hitory of the
‘¢ Britilh CGHIIitUtion :“""Nﬂ one J;J’{/}ﬂﬂfﬂ' can /’f’ p?'i i'?'ﬂff'di{ !‘H 'IL";»‘I‘I.'Z’
“ the royal bufinefs hus been retarded, through the fcrupulouinefs
‘““ of the people’s reprefentatives.”” Political effays concerning
the prefent ftate of the Britith Empire.  From the revolution
to this day (1702) the meafures of the crozen have univiens
sALLY been the meafures of Parliament. b, p. 40,

- 1 Sce hereafter.

IIF‘adeﬁm Magiftratum vocabula, fua confulibus, {u1 prrtoribus

pecics.
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great and {ubtle of this world, on their fuborditite
and fimple-minded brethren. Aré a people frée, new
oppreflions are introduced, or fhrouded vnder old
names ;—dare they 1iv prefent bondage, and begin to grow
turbulent ; new appellations muft be adopted to dif-
guife o/d burdens. A notable mftance of this latter
kind we find in the Parliament of Great-Britain, (1n
36 Edw. III. ¢h. 2.) upwards of four hundred years
ago. The royal prerogative, called parveyance, hav-
ing been in vain regulated by many precedig fta-
tutes, {till continued {ointolerably grievous, that frefh
murmurs and complaints called for 2 more adequate,
or better adapted provifion. ‘The Britifh legiflature,
for this valuable purpofe, therefore pafled this very
remarkable law ; which by way of remedy, enacted
as follows, viz. “ THhat the bateful name of pur-
¢ zeyor, {hall be changed into that of Acator.” Fhus
the nation were to be made to behlieve, that the
oppreflion ceafed, becaufe the name was altered.
For the honour of government, as well as
mankind, 1t 18 devoutly fo be wifhed, that our laws
and hiftory contained no other record of fuch
difgraceful practices.—— If any late alts of the
Britith parltament carry {trong marks of a fimilar
policy, it 1s furely, not altogether unworthy the
confideration of the members of that duguft
body ;—-— how far, fuch difingenuous practices
are confiftent with the honour of their pri
vate characters, or the digmty of their public

ftation.

The magic of {founds and appellations hath not
cealed, and they work as much deception and u-
bufe as ever. What valuable purpofe does a wholly
fubordinate legiflative ferve, (except to amufe with
the /badow, while the fubflance 15 departed) if

2
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a remote ftate may legiflate for and bind us “ix 4/
“ cafes ?” To what end doth an American houfe of
Reprefentatives go through ¢be forms of granting away
monies, If another power, full as familiar with our
pockets, may annihilate all they do ; and afterwards,
with a modern dexterity, take pofleflion of our
purfes without ceremony, and difpofe of the con-
tents without modefty ; —without controul, and
without account *? '

It 1s curious and inftrutive to attend the
courfe of debate in the Brittth Commons, for
keeping up the army. At firt even the high-
eft courtiers would arguc — that a ftanding ar-
my, i tim€ of peace, was never attempted T :
Soon after, the Court- fpeakers urged for con-
tinuance of a numerous army for ore year longer.
At the end of feveral years after, the Gentle-
men throw alide the mafk, and boldly declare
fuch a number of troops mu# always be kepi up.
In fhort, the army muft be continued ull it be-

1 COMeS

* If the King could at pleafure levy the neceflary fums of
money (for the expences of government, &c.) he being {ole
Judge of the neceflity, both as to meafure and quantity, as
Charles the firft claimed, 1n cafe of fhip-money, the ftate of the
{ubjetts would be precarious, and the bing avouid be as abfclute a
monarch as the prefent king of France or Spain.  Dr. Sullivan’s
lefures on the laws of England, 189. What 1s it to America,
whether 1be King or the Parliament of Great-Britain, or any other
body natural or political, is abfolute maficr over her,—and where
is the differcnce between French, Spanith, and Enghih Dragoon-
ing 2—1In thereign of Charles the 2d, a wooden fboe, {fuch as the
Peafants wear in France, was laid near the chair of the Speaker
of the Commons-Houfc: ~—the arms of England drawn at one
end of it, and thofe of France at the other, with thefe words 1n
the interval, wtrum horum mavis accipe, 2 Grey's debates, 223,

+ See Sir Robert Carr’s Harangue in Parliament: 1673. Grey’s
debates, 2 vol, 220.
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comes part of the conftitution, and in later
times members of the houfe have ventured to
harangue for meafures, none would have dared
to hip a few vyears before. The wife forefaw
this, and the honeft foretold 1. ¢ If we con-
“ tinue the army but a little while longer (faid
““ a celebrated member upwards of forty years
“ ago,) 1t may be in the power of fome Gen-
“ tlemen to talk 1 this houfe * In terms that
“ will be no way agrecable to the conititution
““ or hiberties of our country, To tell us, that
 the fainre number of .forces muft be always
“ kept up, 1s a propofition full-fraught with
““ innumerable evils, and more particularly with
““ this, that it wmay make wicked minifiers more
“ audecious than ctherwife they would be, in pro<
““ jelling and profrogaling [themes wbhich may be in-
““ confiftent with the liverties, deftruitive of the
““ trade, ard burthenfome on the people of this na-
“ tion. In countries governed by ftanding ar-
“ mies, the inclinations of the people are but lit-
“ tle minded, the minifters place their fecurity in
““ the army, the humours of the army they only
““ confplt, with them they divide the fpoils, and
$¢ tbe wretched people are plundered by both.” —Who
that now re-conliders tlis prophetic language,
in conjunction with the events of his own time,
but will cry out—the fpeaker felt the impulfe of

in{piration |

" ¢ Whoever (fays the juftly celebrated Dr. Black-
“ ftone) will attentively confider the Englifh hittory
‘“ may obferve, that the flagrant abufe of any
‘“ power, by the crown or it’s minifters, has always
‘““ been produttive of a ftruggle, which either dif-

| | “ covers

* Commons of Great-Bntain.
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“ covers the exercife of that power to be contrary
“ to law, or (if legal) reftrains it for the future.*”

The ingenious commentator feems here to have
particular reterence to periods prior to the revolu-
tion. But will the learned judge fay, thar, fince
that @ra there have been #o flagrant abufes of power
by the crown or its minifters?  Flave not repeated
ftruggles arofe in confequence of fuch abufes, which
did not terminate in the happy iffue fo characte-
nitic of Englithmen ? Let any one perufe the jour-
nals of parhament, efpecially thofe of the houfe of
peers: let him carefullv review the Britith and
American  annals, of the prefent century, and
anfwer truly to thofe queftions.—The natural en-
quiry will be——whence then is it—thar fuch abufes
have become fo numerous and flagrant, and the
ftruggles of Britons fo unfuccefsful? Will not the
queftion receive an ample folution in the words
of the fame great lawyer ?—¢ There is a newly
““ acquired branch of (royal) power ; and that not
the influence only, but THE FORCE OF A DIsCI-
¢ PLINED ARMY, paid indeed ulumately by the
people, but immediately by the crown; raifed by
“ rhe crown, officered by the crown, comnanded Ly the
“ crown.t”

We are told, by the fame learned author, that
« whenever the unconftitutional oppreflfions, even
‘“ of the SOVEREIGN pPowER, advance with gican-
« tic ftrides and threaten defolation to a fttate,
“ mankind will not be reafened out of the feelings
“ of humanity, nor will {acrifice therr hiberty by
“ a fcrupulous adherence to thofe poliucal maxims,

I 2 ‘“ which

* 3 Bla. Com. 135. t ¢ Bla. Com, 336, 7.
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¢ which were eftablithed to preferve it.*’—But
thofe who camnot be reafcned out of their feelings,
are cafily reprefled by 2be terror of arms from giving
tokens of their fenfibility ; and ftates antient and
modern—(yes Britain will bear me witnefs !)—who
would difdain to facrifice their freedom to political
inflitutions, have tremblingly ftood aloof, while it
was dragged to the altar under the banners of a

royal army.

The policy and refinements of men clothed with
authority, often deccive thofe who are fubjet to 1t’s
controul ; and thus a people are often induced to
wave their rights, and relinquith the barriers of
their fafety. The fraud, however, muft at laft be
difcovered, and the nation will refume their an-
tient hiberties, if there be no force fufficient to {creen
the ufurper, and defend his domination. The fword
alone, 1s fufficient to fubdue that fpirit which com-
pels rulers to their duty, and tyrants to their fenfes.
Fence, then, though a numerous ftanding army
may not be abfolutely requifite to deprefs a king-
dom 1nto {ervitude, they are indifpenfably neceffary

to confirm an ufurpation.

A large army and revenue, are not eafily and
at once forced upon a free people. Dy flow de-
grees and plaufible pretences, as we have feen in
England, the end is accomplithed. But when once
a numerous body of revenue and military men, en-
tircly dependent on the crown, are incorporated,
they are regardlefs of any thing but it’s will: And
where that will centers, and what {fuch power, can
cffect, 1s a matter of no doubtful difputation.

The
* 1 Blac. Com. 24¢.
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The prefent ariny of a prince is always compofed
of men of honour and integrity, as thc resgning
wmonarch 1s ever the beff of kimgs. In fuch an
army, it is faid, you may truft your liberties with
fafety : 1n {uch a king you may put your confi-
dence without referve :—the good man has not a
with beyond the happinefs of his fubjelts! Yet let
it be remembered, that under 2be beff of kimgs, we
ought to feize the flecting opportunity, and pro-
vide againft tbe worff. But admituing that from
this rare charalter—a wife and good monarch—a
nation have nothing to fear ;—yet they have every
thing to dread {from thofc who would clothe him
with authority, and inveft him with powers mncom-
patible with all political freedom and focial fecu-
rity*. France, Spain, Denmark, and Sweden, 1n
modern times, have felt the baneful effects of this
fatal policy. Though the latter ftates are faid to
have this excellent nititution, that the commiffions
to their military officers all run guamdiu fe bene geffe-
rint : a regulation which ought to be the tenure of all
offices of public truft, and may be of fingular utility
in ftates, which have incorporated a ftanding army
as part of the conftitution of government.

An invafion and conqueft by mere {trangers and
foreigners, are neither fo formidable nor difgraceful,
as the cltablithment of a ftanding army under co-

lour

* Galba had r4e greatcft integrity ¢f heart : but in the court of
Galba appeared all the extortion of Nero’ reign:—and as the
rapacity and other excefles of hiv mmiflers were imputed to him,
Galba was no leis hated, than 1t he hiad committed them himfelf,
Plut, hfe of Galba.---5ce alfo to the fame point, Gord. Dife, on
Tacius, 3 vol. 19, 35, 3%, 79. A Monarch jufily dignified
with the appellation—*¢ of the wifelt and beft of kings”’—wiil
furcly receive fome advantage, by uttentively contempiating au
udtance fo replete with inflroction,
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lour of the municipal law of the land. Thus Ro-
man armies were more terrible to the Roman colonies,
than an * enemy’s army™.” Valor has fcope for
action againft an open enemy, but the moft-pre-
cious liberties of a kingdom are maflacred in cold
blood by the difciplined Jamizaries of the ftate, and
there is lictle hope of a general refiftance. The na-
tural inherent right of the conquered i1s to throw off
the yoke, as foon as they are able; but fubjeéts en-
flaved by the military forces of their own fovereign,
become {piritlefs and defpondent; and {caffolds and
axes, the gibbet and the halter, too often terrify
them from thofe noble exertions, which would end
in their deliverance by a glorious victory, or an il-
luitrious death.

Yet in full peace, without any juft apprehenfions
of infurretions at home, or invafions from abroad,
it was the miichievous policy of the Englifh minif-
try, In 1717, to procure an allowance of near dou-
ble the torces to what had ever before been efta-
blithed by the fantion of parliament in times of
public tranquillity. Well might many of the no-
bilitv of Britain conceive, that as fo many for-
ces were no ways necceflary to fupport, they had
reafon to fear danger to the conftitution, which
was never entirely fubverted but by a ftanding
armyt. The Enghtfh military bands have fince
been much augmented ;—and whether this dif-

raceful f{ubverfion has already taken place, or is
ﬁ'ill verging to its accomplifhment, may be refolved,
after a further infpection into memorials of the pre-

fent age.
More

* Sce Gordon’s Dife, on Salluft, 6. fI. 3. p. 128.
{ 1 vol. Lord’s Prot. 282.
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More than half a century fince, she difcerning
members of the houfe of Lords difcovered the ten-
dency of thefe extraordinary armaments to be no
other than 2o gverthrow the civil power of the kingdom,
and to turn it into a military government*. A very
fhort period after this, many of the fame noble
Loufe, bore open teftimony, that they were < juft-
« ly jealous from the experience of former times,
“ that the crown itfelf, as well as the liberties of the
«“ people might be found az the difpofal of a flanding
“ army at bomet.”

But as if one ftanding army was not enough to
ruin a nation of Euglifbmen, a new kind of torces
was raifed againft the Common-wealth. The offi-
cers employed 1n the cuftoms, excife, other branches
of the revenue, and other parts of public fervice,
compofe in effet A SECOND STANDING ARmY i En-
gland, and in {ome refpects are more dangerous, than
that body of men properly fo called. The influ-
ence which this order have in the eletions of mem-
bers to ferve in parliament, hath been too often felt
in Great-Britain to be denied. And we have good
authority to fay, ¢ that examples are not hard to
“ find, where the military forces have withdrawn
* to create an appearance of a free eleCtion, and
“ the flanding c1viL forces of this kind bave been fent

““ to take that freedom away 1.”— Is a houfe of com-
mons thus cholen, the reprefentative of the peo-

ple,—or of the adminiftration,—or of a fingle mi-
nifter § ?
As

* Sec 1 vol. Lord’s Prot. 315. Anno 1721,
+ See 2 vol. Lord’s Prot. 8o,
See 2 vol. Lord’s Prot. 83.-
E See fame Book and page, the Rcader is defired to read
again p. 50, and the note at p. 57. Sce alfo hercafier p. 68,
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As Lewis,: the xith of France, was the firft mo-
parch in Europe who reduced corruption to a fyftem,
fo the zxra ofP its eftablithment in England may be
fixed at the reion of Charles the fecond, Britain
then, for the firlt time, faw corrupTION, like 2
deftroying angel, walking at noon-day.—Charles
penfioned his Parliament, and by it extinguithed not
only the {pirit of freedom, but the fentiments of
honour and the feelings of fhame. Since the age of
Charles, the {cience of bribery and corruption hath
made amazing progrefs. Patriots of the laft century
told their countrymen what it threatened—the Wor-
thies of this day ought rather to tell what hath heen

effc&ed,

Near fifty years ago, there were more than twa
hundred perfons holding offices or employments
under the crown in the houfe of commons*. Since
that time this body like the military (and for the
fame purpofes) have received very ngtable ad-
ditions.—Is it to be wondered, then, as we verge
nearer to our own times, we fhould hear the moft au-
guft aflembly in the kingdom declaring to the whole
world, that ¢ the influence of the crawn is almoft
““ irrefifiable, being already overgrown and yet in-
“ crecfing +.”—that ¢ the moft valugble rights of the
‘“ pation are fubverted by arbitrary and illegal pro-
“ ceedings T —that « a flagrant ufurpation” (1s made
upon the {ubjeCt) ¢ as bighly repugnant to e¢very
““ principle of the conftitution, AS THE CLAIM OF
““ SHIP-MONEY BY KING CHARLES THE FIRST, 0f

““ that of the difpenfing power by king fames the [e-

coitd 2

* Scc Lord's Prot. p. 66, Anno 1729.
+ See Lord’s Prot. 8 Feb. 1760,  Sup. to Lord’s Prot, p. 9.
1 Sec fame Book, p. 12, Jan. 1750,
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 cond* ?” Finally, confidering all that we have
feen in the courfe of our review, could any thing
elfe be expected, than what forty of the houfe of .
Lords openly proteft they ¢ have feen with great
““ unealinefs,—a plan for a long time SYSTEMATIGALLY

“ carried om, FOR LOWERING ALL THE CONSTITU-
““ TIONAL POWERS OF THE KINGDOM, rendering the
““ houfe of Commons odious, and the houfe of Peers

‘* contempuble +

Here let us paufe (my fellow citizens) and con-
fider :—hath the execrable plan thus fyiematically
and for a long time purfued, at laft taken effett?
Are all the conflitutional pswers of Great-Britain fo
lowered in the eftimation of the people, that toeir
reprefentatives are detefted, and their nobility defpifed #
1s their King poffeffed of power fufficient to make
fear a fubftitute for love ? has he an army at bis ab-
felute command, with which no force in his empiré
is able to cope?—judge ye, my countrymen, of
thefe queflions, upon which I may not decide :—
judge for yourfelves, of the political ftate of that
kingdom, which claims a right of difpofing of
oUR ALL;—a right of laying every burden that
power can impofef;—a right of over-running
our foil and freeholds with mercenary legions, and
ftill more mercenary placemen and dependants. .
Thus luxury and rior, acbauchery and havock are

K tQ

* Same book, p. 22, 3. I'eb. 1770.

+ Sce fupplement to Lord’s Prot. p. z9. Anno 1770.

1 ¢ It will be proper to lay on the Americans EVERY BUN-
¢« ruen which the hand of power can impofe, if they thoutd
““ attempt to become manufadturers.”  Conduct of Adminiitration
examined, 1707, p. 62.---rmus Amenicans are {0 be trcaged for
an attempt only to do, what is their dury as {oon us pofiible to
effeit, and what no Power on carth can reltrain, without violauag
the laws of Gobo and naturc.
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to become the order and peace of our cities, and the
ftability and honour of our times. To this and
like hopeful purpofes—we find * the fulleft direc-
¢ tions fent to the feveral officers of the revenue,
¢ that all the produce of the American duties,
¢ arifing or to arife, by virtue of any Britifh a&t of
‘“ Parliament, fhould from time to time be paid to
 the deputy pay-mafter in America to defray the
¢ fubfiftence of the troops, and any military ex-
¢ pences incurred 1n the Colonies*.” Highly fa-
voured Americans! you are to be wafted with taxes
and impofitions, 1n order to fatisfy the charges of
thofe armaments which are to blaft your country
with the moft terrible of all evils——univerfal corrup-

tiony and a military government .

The reigns of paft and prefent great monarchs
when compared, often prefent a ftriking fimili-
tude. The Emperor Charles the Fifth, having ex-
alted the royal prerogative (or the influence of the
crown) on the ruins of the privileges of the Cafti-

hans, allowed the name of the Cortes (or the Par-
liament)

® 2 vol. Lord’s Prot. p. 291, 1766, by the Lords who en-
tered their Proteft againft the repeal of the American Stamp-ad.

+ Englithmen in the reign of Henry the 4th had the virtue and
courage to ¢ declare it-in Parliament as the undoudsed right of the
Kingdom, not to be charged with aught, for the defence of the
realm, or fafeguatd of the feas, bur by their own will and confent
in Parliament.” 'The rights of the kingdom, p. 146, edit. 168z.
Had Britons in the reign of Geo. 3d Ecen as confiderate of the
{pirit of their laws and conftitugion, or attentive to that old rule—
to do as you awould be done é’—they would not have charged

-America with a large revenue'for ¢ tbhe fubfiffence y‘ troops and
““ military expences’, without confulting its Jocal Parltaments, and

againt the will of izs Commons; more elpecially fince it was the

Foﬁtion of that able, though moft arbitrary prince, Edward the

trit of England, touching martial affairs—=Quyod omnes tangis, ab
~oomibus approbetur,
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{iament) to remain; and the formality * of holding it
thus continued, he reduced its authority and juni-
dition to nothing, and modelled it in fuch a man-
ner, that 7t became (fays Dr. Robertion) rather a
junto of the fervants of the crown, than an affembly of
the reprefentatives of the peoplet. The fuccefs of
Charles in abolifhing the privileges of the commons,

and in breaking the power of the nobles of Catftile,

encouraged an invafion of the liberties of Arragon,
which were yet more extenfive.

Attend, Americans ! refle& on the fituation of
your mother country, and confider the late con-
duét of your Brethren in Britain towards this Con-
tinent. ¢ The Caftilians (once high fpirited and
“ brave in the caufe of freedom) accufomed to [ub-
“ jeition themfelves, assistep (fays the fame il
¢ Juftrious hiftorian) IN IMPOSING THE YOKE 0%
 their more bappy and independent neighboursy.”—
Hath not Britain (fallen from ber priftine freedom and
glory) treated America as Caftile did Arralgon? have
not Britons impofed on our necks the fame ycke,
which the Caftilians impofed on the happy Arrago-
nefe ? Yes!—1I fpeak 1t with grief—1 fpeak it with
anguifh—Britons are our oppreflors :—1 fpeak it

with fhame—1I fpeak 1t with indignation—*‘ WE ARE
““ SLAVES.”

As force firft fixes the chains of wvaffalage,
fo cowardice reftrains an inflaved people from

burfting in funder their bands. But the cafe per-
haps is not defperate, till the yoke has been fo

K 2 long

* See before p. §6,7. 65.

+ 3 vol. hitt. of Charles 5, p. 434. See alfo before p. §0,7.
And the note there—and alfo p. 65.

t Hift. Charles 5, 3 vol. p. 434.
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long boyne,  that the underftanding and the
fpirts of the people are funk into ignorance
and barbarifm, {upinenefs and perfect inaliviry,
Such, 1 yet truft, is not the deplorable ftate of
the land of my nativity. How foon may it be'!
we fhall tremble, when we refle@ that the progrefs
of thraldom is fecret, and its effeéts incredibly
rapid and dreadful®*. IHence we fee nations, once
the freeft and moit high-fpirited in Europe, ab-
jeét in the moft humiliating condition. The Arra-
gonefe oath of allegiance to their king exhibits the
true ftandard of all juft fubjection to govern-
ment, and teftihes a genuine fenfe and fpirit
¢ We, who are each of us as good, and whe
“ are altogetber more powerful thav you, promife obe-
“¢ dience fo your govermment, IF YOU MAINTAIN OUR
““ ricuTs AND LIBERTIES ; 1F NOT, NOT +.”
When a people, endowed with fuch wunder-
ftanding, {cntiments, and virtue have fallen into
a difgraceful vaffalage—what have we in this
land, at this time, veafon to fear ? — The fame
Atbeniars who infulted and bid defiance to a
Philip of Macedon, crouched and cowled at the
feet of an Alexander. Romawns, who with righ-
tcous Indignation expelled royalty and the Tar-
quins, boie with infamy and fhame the ravages
of fucceeding kings and emperors. ENGLISH-
MEN, who rofe with a divine enthufiafin againft
tbe fiff Charles, difgracefully {ubmitted to the
ufurpation of a Cromwell, and then, with unex-
ampled folly and madnefs reftored that odious
and execrable race of tyrants, the houfe of
Stewart.  Examples, like thefe, ought to excite

the

* The lofs of liberty (fays that fagacious politician Tacitus) is
¢ver accompanied with the lofs of {pirit and magnanimity.

t Dr. Robertfon’s hift, Charles 5, 1 vol. 153. Vit Agric,
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the dzepcll © o erns—at this day, they ought to do
morc— . wip.re fortitude and adtion. ‘

Pre -ice from the beginning, hath exercifed
this . wry with fingular trials. In the earlieft
perc . o oar hittory, New-England 1s feen {ur-
re. o -tk adveifanies, and alternately vexed with
f.. - r.2n and domeftic. Fierce as her enemies
v... 1.~m ahroad, and favage as the Natives of
£ i ica fvere within, — her worft enemies will be

o .1 thefe of her own houfehold.

Qur tathers < left their native country with
b the ftrongeft affurance that they and their pofie-
“ y7;y thoud enjoy the privileges of free natu-
““ ral born Englifh fubjefis. * ” Depending upon
thete affurances, they fubftained hard fhips fcarces
ly parallelled in the annals of the world +, yet
compaflion natural to the human breaft, did not re-
ftrain internal foes from involving them in new cala-~
mities, nor did that difgrace and contempt which
fuddenly fell upon the confpirators, damp the ar-
dour of their malignity.

So early as 1633, (not fourteen years after the firlt
arrival at Plymouth) ¢ the new fettlers were in perils
“ from their own countrymen £.” In this, the infant
ftate of the country, while expofed to innumerable
hard(hips, vexed with hoitihtes from Europe, and
the depredations of favages, there exifted men, who
“ beheld the Maflachuictts wicth an envious eye : || ™
The characteriftics of the firft confpirators againt
this province, were fecrecy end indufiry : they had

citected

* See Hutch. hift. 1 vol. Pref, p. 4.

t See fame hift. p. 19, 45, Appendix p. §38.
] Same hift. p. 31.

I 1b. P 31.
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effetted the mifchief, before the people knew of their
danger. Morton in his letter to Jefferies of the
firft of May 1634, writes, that ¢ the Maffachufett’s
¢ patent by an order of Council was brought
‘“ in view and the privileges well fcanned *.” But
by whom ? Very like fome of more modern fame :
An arch-bifthop, and the privy council of Charles |
the firft ! Excellent effay-mafters, for New-Eng-
land privileges, — moft renowned judges of the
rights and liberties of mankind ! —The§® firt dif-
cover the Charter—<to be void +,” and then no
doubt advife to the iffuing of the commiffion found
by my Lord Barrington in the 3i1ft vol. of Mr.
Petyt’s Manufcript, ¢ a commiffion direted to
*“ the archbifhop of Canterbury, the Lord chancel-
“ lor, and other Lords of the privy council, by
‘ which they are impowered to prepare laws, for
““ the better government of the Colonies,” < which were
“ afrerwards to be enforced by THE KING’S PROCLA-
“ maTioN I.” |

This was confidered as a malfter-ftroke of policy,
and the public confpirators of the day difplay’d the
plumage of trtumph, with that fpirit and oftenta-
tion || which have delcended to their fuccefiors.
But how eafy 1s it, with Providence, to difappoint
the projects, and humble the pride of man! Laud
and his mafter, 1n the fubfequent periods of hiftory,
are found too buflied with their own concerns,
to attend much to thofe of others. Hence,
this extraordinary Commiffion was never executed,
and the plan {fet on foot within three years after,
“ for revoking the patent of the Maffachufetts, §”

proved
* 1 Hutch, p. 3.
+ Same page,
I Barr. obfervations on the more ancient Statuges, p. 146, note.
| Sce Morton’s Letter before cited.
§ 1 Hutch, hift. p. 48 & 51,
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proved abortive. Literary correfpondences inimi-
cal ‘to the Province, commenced with Archbifhop
Laud *, in 1638 +. But in the pious language
of our fathers, ¢« the LORD dclivered them from
the opprefior §, *  againft all men’s expettations
“ they were encouraged, and much blame and dif-
“ grace fell upon their adverfaries |.”” Yer not-
withitanding, ¢ a fpirit full of malignity againft the
‘ country (not very long after) much endangered
““ both 1t’s civil and religious liberties §.”

More than a century ago, ¢ the great privi-
¢ leges of New-England were matter of envy €,”
and accordingly complaints multiplied to Crom-
well (a), no doubt for the benevolent purpofe of
abridging (what were called) Englifb Liberties. < All
“ attempts to the prejudice of the colony being to
“ no purpofe (b)” with the Protettor, the adverfa-
ries of the province were defpondent, until the re-
ftoration of Charles the 2d gave ‘new hopes ; when
¢ petitions and complaints were preferred againfl the

““ Colony, to the king in council, and to the Par-
¢ Jiament (c¢).”

¢« Falfe

* Laud was the favourite charalter, feleted for a correfpon-
dent, by the American letter-writers of the laft century ; in the
next age mankind will be as well acquainted with the genius and
{pirit of fome more modern Britifh correfpondents, as they now
are with the temper of that renowned prelate,

4+ 1 Hutch. hitt. p. 86,

{ Morton’s Mem. p. I5.

| Same book 35. See alfo Colle&ion of original Papers, &c.

. §2.

) 65 Morton’s Memo. g6, 187.

q RBucch, hift. 194.

(a) Ib. 192, 194.

(b) 1b. 194.

(c) Ib. 211.
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¢« Falfe friends and open enemies” now Yecame
the terror of the country *, while new foes brought
new charges to render it obnoxious. 4 ¢ The
 great men and natives of the country, made their
“ complaints alfo to the king }.” The con-
fequences were fuch as might be expeted. ¢ Four
‘“ perfons were fent over from England, one of them
“ the known and profeffed enemy of “the country, with
“ fuch extraordinary powers, (that our anceftors
“ with grief complain) they were to be fubjected
« to the arbitrary iﬁawer of frangers, proceeding not
“ by any eftablithed law, but their own difcre-
“ tion §. » How aftonithingly uniform, how
cruelly confiftent has been the condutt of Britain
irom that day to the prefent ?

Amidft all thefe fevere trials, the inhabitants of
New-England, condufted themfelves with a virtue
and piety worthy remembrance and imitation. ¢ They
“ appealed to GOD, they came not into this wil-
““ dernefs to feck gireat things for themfelves, but for
“ the fake of a poor and quiet life,” they tefti-
hed to their Sovereign that < their, liberties were
“ dearer to them than their lives ||.” ¢ Evil-minded
*“ men continue (however) to mifreprefent them,”
(a) and what 1s almoft incredible, ¢ the diftrefies of

¢ the Colony, during a war, which excited com-
“ paflion 1n fome, yet thele very diftrefles were
“ unproved by others to render the Colony more
‘“ obnoxious (b).”

Although

* ‘Hutch, hit, p. 220,

+ Ib. 224,s. t Appen. Hutch. hift. No. 15,

Another native of New-Eugland, about the year 1705, wrotc
to England, that *¢ this country would never be worth living in
‘*“ for Lawyers, and Gentlemen, wntil the CHARTER avas taker
“ aavay,’

§ Hutch. hift. 232, i Ib. 232,3. Appen. No. 16. p. §42-

(3) See {ame hift, 242,73.

(b) Same hift, 308. Anno 1676.
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Although ¢ this is certain, that as the Colony
“ was at firft fertled, {fo it was preferved from ruin,
“ without any chargc to the mother country *; %
yet “ in the height of the diftrefs of war, and
“ whillt the authority of the Colony was contend-
“ ing with the nattves for the pofleflion of the foil;
“ complaints were making 1n  England which
 ftruck at the powers ofg government +.” With
what ferocity have Americans been purfued from
the earlieft times? That Dzmon of malevolence,

which went forth at the beginning, ftill {pirits up
our adveriaries, and perfecuces the country with

unabated malice.

*“ Randolplh, who, the people of New England
¢ faid, went up and down feeking to devour
“ them,” was the next active emllTa*'" againit the
province. ‘ He was inceflant and gpen in endea-
““ vouring the alteration of the conftitution §. ™
i his open enmity, he appears far lefs odious
than thofe who have been equally. inimical, and

equally indefatigable to the fame purpofe, with more

cowardice, diffimulation, and hypocrify. EFight
“ L. VO) ages

® Ib. 310. See alfo in confirmation of the above, fame hift.

93 —114. 2 vol. 130, 204.

+ Ib. 310, 311.
¢ The dominton of the crown over this country, before the

arrival of our predeceffors, wa. meerly 1deal. "'har removal
hither realized that dominion, and has made the country va-
luable both to the Crown and Na[ion, with.ut qrny (g/f 10 cither c;f
them from that time to this, LVEN IN THE MOST DISTRESSED
STATE of our Prrdereﬁrr, when they expedled to be deftroyed Ly a
general confpiracy and incurfion of the ludian natives, THEY HAD
NO ASSISTANCE FROM THEM.”

The anfwer of the Cou:icil of the Province to Governor Hutch-
infon’s Speech, z5th of Jan. 1773.

§ Hutch. hitt, p. 319,

§ 1b. 335,6.
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voyages were made acrofs the Atlantic 1n the courfe
of nine years, by this inveterate fpirit, with hoftile
intentions to the government *. Nor will 1t be
furprifing to find him thus expofe his life’ upon
the ocean, when fuch Jfervices acquired ¢ new
“ powers +.” Have we not feen in our own day,
a fimilar policy adopted, and the fame object operat-
ing as a motive to the like execrable condutt:
Such has been the ftrange, thcugh unhappily con-
fiftent, condut of our mother-country, that fhe
has laid temptations, and given rewards and fti-
pends to thofe, who have {landered and betrayed
her own children. Incited probably by the fame
motive, Cranficld rofe up as in league with Ran-
dolph, and ¢ infamoufly reprefented the colony as
‘ rogues and rebels 1.” |

Libels, and confpiracies of this nature, called for
the interpofition of authority: Exprefs laws were
enalted for the prevention of like treafonable
praltices for the future, and death being deemed the
~ proper punifhment for an enemy to his country,
traitors to the conftitution were to fuffer that penal-
ty. Thus a “ confpiracy to invade the common-
<« wealth, or eny treacherous attempt to alter and [ub-
“ yert fundamcntally tbe frame of polity and govern-
“ ment, was inade a capital offence | Did our laws
now contain a like provilion, public confpirators
and clevated parricides would tremble for their
heads, who do not fhudder at the enormity of thew
crimes. There are charadters in fociety, fo devoid
of virtue, and endued with ferocity, that nothing

but

* Hutch, Wft, 320,
t+ Ib. 329.

{ Ib. 337.
It 1b. 442. See p. 295, 336.
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but fanguinary laws can reftrain their wickednefs.
Even the diftrefs and cries of their native country
excite no compaffion : reverence for fathers, and
affe€tion for children, caufe no relutance at mea-
fures which ftain the glorious lineage of their an-
ceftors with infamy, and blaft their {preading pro-
geny with oppreflion :—that emanation from the
Deity which creates them intelligents, feems to ceale
its operation, and the tremendous idea of a GOD
and futurity, ewcites ncither repentance nor refor-

mation. ‘

Thus, my countrymen, from the days of Gard:-
ner and Moreton *, Gorges and Mafon+, Ran-
dolph and Cranfield }, down to the prefent day, the
inhabitants of this Northern region have conftantly
been in danger and troubles, from toes open and fe-
cret abroad, and 1n their boflom. Our {reedom has
been the objet of envy, and 2o make void the charter
of our liberties the work and labor of an undimi-
nifhed race of villains. One cabal bhaving failed of
fuccefs, new. confpirators have rifen, and what the
firft could not make ¢ void,” the next ¢ hambly
defired to revoke §.>  To this purpofe, one falthood
after another hath been fabricated and fpread abroad,
with equal turpitude and equal effrontery. That
minute detaill which would prefent actors, now on the
ftage, 1s the province of HisTORY :—She, inexora-
bly fevere towards the eminently guilty, will delineate
their charadters with the point of a diamond :—and
thus blazoned in the face of day, the ablorrence and
execrations of mankind will conlign themy to ann-

famoys immortality,
L2 S0

* Hutch, hift. 31,2. Anno 1632,

+ Ib. 51. Anno 1630.

$ 1b. 337. And Colle&. of orig. papers, ¢, p. 477, &¢,
§ Ib. 31, 2, §.
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So great has been the credulity of the Britifh
Court, from the brginning, or fuch hath' been the
activity of falfe brethren, that no tale jnimical to the
Northern Colonies, however falle or abfurd, but
what hath found credit with ‘adminiftration, and
operated to the prejudice of the Country. Thus 1t
was told, and believed in England, that we were nat
in carneft 1 the expedition againft Canada at the
beginning of this century, and that the country did
every thing in its power to defeat the fuceefs of it, and
that the risfortune of that attempt ought to be wholly
attributed to the nortbern colomies. While nothing
could be more obvious, than that New-England had
exhaufted her younge/t blood and all her treafures 1in
the undertaking; and that every motive of felf-
prefervanon, happinefs, and fafety, muft have ope-
rated to excite thele proviaces to the meft {pirited
and perfevering meafures agamft Canada *,

The people who are attacked by bad men have

a teftimony of their merit, as the conftitution
which 1s invaded by powerful men hith an eyi-
dence of jts value. The path of our duty needs
no mipute dchneation :—it lies level ta thie eye,
Iet us apply then, hike men {enfible of its impor-
tance, and determined on its fulfilment. The in-
roads upon our public hberty call for reparation :
Th~ wrongs we have f{uftained call for-—juftice.
That reparation, and that juftice, may yet be ob-
tained by union, {puit, and firmnefs. But to di-
vide and conquer; was the maxim of the Dewl in
the garden of Eden—and to difunite and 1nflave,
hath been the principle of all bis votaries from that
period

* See Jer. Dummer’s Letter to 2 Noble Lord, Edit, 1712, Ps
12, 13, &c. ' '
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period to the prefent. The crimes of the guilty
are to them the cords of aflociation, and dread of
punithment, the indiffoluble bond of umon. The
combinations of public robbers, ought theretfore,
to cement patriots and heroes: and as tbe former,
plot and confpire to undermine and deftroy the
common-wealth, tbe latter, ought to form a com-
pact for oppofition——a band of vengeance.

What i1nfidious arts, and what deteftable practi-
ces have been ufed to deceive, difunite and enflave
the cood people of this Continent? The myftical
appellations of loyalty and allegiance, the venera-
ble names of government and good order, and the
facred ones of piety and public virtue, have been
alternately proftituted to that abominable purpofe.
All the windings and guifes, {ubterfuges and
doublings, of which the human foul 1s {uiceptible,
have been difplayed on the occafion. But fecrets
which were thought impenetrable are no longer
hidden ; charalters deeply difguifed are openly re-
yealed : the difcovery of grofs impoftors hath gen-
erally preceded but a fhort time, thewr utter exuir-
patton.

Be not again, my country-men, *° EASILY ¢apti-
““ qated with the appearances ONLY of wifdom and
“ piety — profeffions ot a regard to hiberty and of a
“ ftrong attachment to the public interett.” * Your
fathers have been exphcitly charged with this folly,
by one of their polterity. Avoid this and all fimilar
errors. Be cautious againft the deception of ap-
pearances. by tvewr fruits ye [hall know them, was
the faying of ONE who pertectly knew the hu-
man heart. Judge of affaws which concern Jfocial
happinefs, &y fafls: — Judge of man by bis deeds. For
jt 1s very certain, that pious zcal for days and times, for

mint

* Hutch: hitt, ¢ vol. p. ¢3.
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mint and cummin, hath often, been pretended by
thofe who were infidels at bottom ; and 1t is as cer-
tain, that atiachment to the dignity of Government, and
the King’s fervice, hath often flowed from the
mouths of men, who harboured the darkeft ma-
chinations againft the true end of the former, and
were deftitute of every right principal of loyalty
to the latter. Hence then, care and circumf{pection
are neceflary branches of political duty. And
as ¢ it 1s much eafier to reftrain hberty trom run-
“ ning into licentioufneis, than power from {well-
“ ing ipto tyranny and oppreffion,*” {fo much
more caution and refiftance, are required againit the

over-bearing of rulers, than the extravagance of the

people.

To give no more authority to any order of ftate,
and to place no greater public confidence 1n any
man, than is neceflary for the general welfare, may
be confidered by the people as an important poing
of policy. But though craft and hypocrily are
prevalent, yet piety and virtue have a real exiftence :
duplicity and political impofture abound, yet bene-
volence and public fpirit are not altogether banifhed
the world. As wolves will appear 1n fheep’s-cloth-
ing, fo fuperlative knaves and parricides will affume
the veiture of the man of virtue and patriotifm.

Thefe things are permitted BY PROVIDENCE, no
doubt, for wile and good reafons. Man was cre-
ated a rational, and was deligned for an active be-
ing. His facultics of intelligence and force were
given him for ufe. When the wolf, therefore, Is
found devouring the flock, no hierarchy forbids a
feizure of the viétim for facrifice; 1o alfo, when

dignified

¢ 2 vol. Lords Prot. p. 141, Anno 1730.
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dignified impo&oré are caught deftroying thofe,
whom their arts deceived, and their ftations deftined

them to protet,—the fabre of juftice flathes right-
coufnefls at the ftroke of execution.

Yet be not amufed, my Countrymen ! —the ex-
tirpation of bondage, and the re-eftablifhment of
freedom, are not of eafy acquilition. The worft
paffions of the human heart, and the moft {ubtle pro-
jeéts of the human mind, are leagued againit you;
and principalities and powers have acceded to the
combination. Trnals and confli¢ts you mutt, there-
tore endure ;—hazards and jeopardies—of life and
tortune—will attend the ftrugele. Such is the fate
of all noble exertions for public liberty, and focial
happinefs.—Enter not the hfts without thought and
confideration, left you arm with timidity, and com-
bat with irrefolution. Having engaged in the con-
flict, let nothing diicourage your vigour, or re-
pel your perleverance:—Remember, that fubmffi-
on to the yoke of bondage, is the worft that can befal
a people after the moft fierce and unfuccefsful
refiftance.  'What can the misfortune of vanquifh-
ment take away, which defpotifm and rapine would
fpare ? It had been esfy (laid the great law-giver
Solon to the Athenians,) * to reprels the advances
of tyranny, and prevent 1s eftabhthment, dus now
it is efablifbed and grovn to fome I.i2bt, it would be
MORE GLORIOUS Zfu au.iuolif ir. Burt nothing glori-
ous 1s accomplifhed, nothing great 1s actained, no-
thing valuable 15 fecured, without magnanimity of
mind and devet.on of beartto the jervice, — -—~BruTus-
LIKE, therefore, dudicate youriclves at this day to
the fervice of your Country; and henccforth live
A LIFE OI LIBERTY AND GLO2Y.——* Qn the ides

. Of

* Plut: Li‘c of Solon.
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¢ of March” (faid the great and geod man to
his friend Caflius juft before the battle of Philippi)
““ On the ides of March | pDeveTED MY LIFE fo my
« Country, §nd fince that time, I have lived A L1F: OF
““ LIBERTY AND GLORY.”

Infpired with public virtue, touched with the
wrongs, and indignant at the infults, offered to his
Country, the high-fpirited Caflius exhibits an he-.
roic example :—* Refolved as we are,” (replied the
hero to his friend) ¢ refolved as we are, let us march
¢¢ againft'the enemy, for though we fbould not conquer,

““ we bave nothing to fear ™.
SpiriTs and ceNII, like thefe, rofe in Rome—

and have fince adorned Britain : {uch alfo will one day
make glorious this more Weftern world. AMERICA
hath in ftore her BruTrt and Cassii—her Hampdens
and Sydneys—Patriots and Heroes, who will form
3 BAND OF BROTHERS :—men who will have memories
and feelings—courage and fwords :— COURAGLE,
that fhall inflame their ardent bofoms, till their hands
cleave to their {words—and their sworps to their

Enemies hearts.

- ,
» oy

* Plut. Life of Brutus.
¥ I N I S

The Author has £/t exquifitely while writing upon the fubjeéts
of his confideration ; and the multitude and perplexity of his pri-
vate Dufinefs have denied him fufiicient time to revife this pubh-
cation. Under thefe circumitances, (and being alfo feveral years
on this fide the meridian of the age of man) there will be found,
no doubt, many indifcretions and fiaults for thofe of riper years
and cooler judgment 10 gorreét and cenfure,~-—The great Lord
Chan. Bacon hith told us of avije legiflaters who have made therr
loaw apon the [por of the occafion : —a good citizen, deeply pricked
by the fpur of the times, is very apt to ftart with an over-halty
ipeed. T'he only excufe of the writer is ;—that as he at firft
affumed his pen from the impulfes of his Confcience, {0 he now
publithes his fentiments from a fenfe of duty to GOD and lus

Lountry,
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